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Key Dates
6th November 2006
Announcement of long list
of eligible titles and panel of
international judges

4th April 2007
Shortlist Announcement
Members of the judging panel at the announcement of the long list of eligible
titles, November 2006. L to R: Hanan al-Shaykh, Lilian Faschinger, Eugene
Sullivan, Deirdre Ellis-King, Dublin City Librarian; Philip Maguire, Assistant
Dublin City Manager; Almeida Faria, Carmen Callil, Tana Kaplan, IMPAC, and
Gerald Dawe

14th June 2007
Winner Announcement

Winner of the 2006 Award
The Master by Colm Tóibín

Colm Tóibín with the Waterford Crystal Trophy in the company of the
Dublin Fire Brigade

The winner of the 2006 International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award,
Colm Tóibín with The Master

L to R: Deirdre Ellis-King, Dublin City Librarian; Councillor Catherine Byrne,
Lord Mayor of Dublin and Patron of the Award; Colm Tóibín, John Fitzgerald,
Dublin City Manager; Eileen Hendrick, IMPAC, Chair of the Award Committee

Judging Panel 2007
Hanan Al-Shaykh
Hanan al-Shaykh was born in Lebanon and
grew up in Beirut. Her most recent novel, Only
in London, was shortlisted for the Independent
Foreign Fiction Prize. Hanan was educated in
Cairo and wrote her ﬁrst novel there when she
was nineteen before returning to Beirut to work
as a journalist for Al-Nahar newspaper Al Hasna
Magazine. Hanan writes in Arabic and her work
has been translated into 21 languages. She has
also written a collection of short stories,
I Sweep the Sun Oﬀ Rooftops; and two plays,
Dark Afternoon Tea and Paper Husband which
have been performed at the Hampstead
Theatre.
Her latest work is a story about the life of her
mother, Hikayati. Since 1984 she has lived in
London with her family.

Almeida Faria
Almeida Faria was born in Montemor-o-Novo,
Portugal in 1943. A ﬁction writer, playwright
and essayist, he currently lectures in Aesthetics
at the New University of Lisbon.
The recipient of many prizes, he published
his ﬁrst novel Rumor Branco (White Noise) in
1962 at the age of 19. His other novels include
A Paixão (The Passion, 1965), the ﬁrst part of a
trilogy set. His O Conquistador (The Conqueror,
1990) is an ironic and erotic parody which
“weaves a devilish black comedy of subtle
double entendres on philosophical, linguistic
and ideological levels”.
His books are translated into many languages,
including Spanish, French, Italian, Dutch,
German, Greek, Danish, Swedish, Hungarian
and Bulgarian.

Carmen Callil
Carmen Callil was born in Melbourne in
1938 and graduated from the University of
Melbourne with a BA Arts degree in History and
Literature. A Doctor of Letters from Sheﬃeld,
York, Oxford Brookes and The Open University,
Carmen has lived in London since 1960. She has
pursued a wide-ranging career since founding
the Virago Press in 1972.
Now a critic and writer, Carmen Callil’s work
includes: The Modern Library: The Best 200
Novels in English since 1950, written with
Colm Tóibín and published by Picador in April
1999; a biographical account of her family in
New Writing 5, edited for the British Council
by Christopher Hope and Peter Porter, and
Bad Faith: A Forgotten History of Family &
Fatherland, a book about Vichy France and
Louis Darquier, Commissioner for Jewish
Aﬀairs in Pétain’s government, published in
2006 by Jonathan Cape and Knopf.

Lilian Faschinger
Lilian Faschinger was born in Carinthia, Austria
in 1950. She studied English and History at Karl
Franzens University, Graz, where she earned a
Ph. D. in English also working there as a college
lecturer.
She has worked as a literary translator and
freelance writer, receiving numerous awards
for both her ﬁction and her translations. Since
1998, she has held several writer-in-residence
positions at American colleges and universities,
including Dartmouth College and Washington
University in St. Louis.
In addition to several plays, Lilian Faschinger
has published two volumes of poetry, two
collections of short stories and ﬁve novels. Her
most successful novel to date, Magdalena the
Sinner has been translated into 16 languages.

Gerald Dawe
Belfast born poet Gerald Dawe has published
six collections of poetry, including, most
recently, The Morning Train and Lake Geneva.
He is a fellow of Trinity College, Dublin where
he is Lecturer in English and director of the
graduate writing programme. He has edited
several anthologies of Irish poetry and criticism
as well as publishing volumes of his own literary
essays.
He lives in Dun Laoghaire.

Eugene R. Sullivan
Eugene R. Sullivan, non-voting chair of the
judging panel, is a former Chief Judge of a
US Court of Appeals and brings a wealth of
experience from sixteen years on the bench.
His ﬁrst novel, The Majority Rules, was
published in 2005. He currently heads up a
judicial consultancy group outside
Washington, D.C.

The International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award is presented annually for a novel written
in English or translated into English. The award is an initiative of Dublin City Council, the
municipal government of Dublin, in partnership with IMPAC, a leading management
productivity enhancement company, with the objective of promoting excellence
in world literature. Nominations are submitted by library systems in major cities
throughout the world.

Winner Announcement: 14th June 2007
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1972: A Novel of Ireland’s
Unﬁnished Revolution
Morgan Llywelyn
NOMINATED BY:
Milwaukee Public Library, USA

The Daily Telegraph, The Observer, and The
Independent. Her short ﬁction has appeared in
a number of anthologies. She lives in
London, England.
A Cause Untrue
David Blacker

In 1972, Morgan Llywelyn tells the story of
Ireland from 1950-1972 as seen through the
eyes of Barry Halloran, son and grandson of
Irish revolutionaries. At eighteen Barry joins
the Irish Republican Army to help complete
what he sees as ‘the unﬁnished revolution’.
His ﬁrst experience of violence shocks and
disturbs him. Yet his allegiance to the ideal
of a thirty-two county Irish republic remains
undimmed as the problems, and the violence,
of Northern Ireland escalate. Then Barry ﬁnds
himself in the middle of the most horriﬁc event
of all: Bloody Sunday in Derry, 1972.
Morgan Llywelyn’s critically acclaimed novels,
both of history and of mythology, have been
translated into many languages. She is an Irish
citizen and lives in Dublin.
26a

NOMINATED BY:
Colombo Public Library, Sri Lanka
A terrorist attack of world-shaking proportions
blasts open this tale of a Sri Lankan terror
group with a secret it desperately wants to
hide. Hunted by Special Forces, the terrorists
take Sri Lanka’s war to the streets of Europe
and North America. Highly trained killers race
against the clock and each other as violent
strategies unfold. At the centre of it all, the
spymasters on both sides pull their strings.
A Cause Untrue was short listed for the
Graetien Prize in 2005.

Frank MacDonald
NOMINATED BY:
Cape Breton Regional Library, Sydney,
Canada
A coming of age story with a diﬀerence.
Roddie Gillies and his friends are growing
up during a critical period: the post-war,
post heavy industry decades of the mid 20th
century. The golden age of the automobile,
radio and popular music conspire to change
rural communities forever.

NOMINATED BY:
San Diego Public Library, USA
The attic room at 26a Waifer Avenue in the
lower-middle-class London neighbourhood
of Neasden is a sanctuary for identical twins
Georgia and Bessi Hunter. It is a private
universe where fantasy reigns as well as an
escape from the sadness and danger that
inhabit the ﬂoors below. But innocence lasts
for only so long – and dreams, no matter how
vivid and powerful, cannot slow the relentless
incursions of the real world. A terrible secret
begins to threaten the twins’ utopia, setting
them on divergent paths toward heartrending
resolutions in a world of separateness
and solitude.

The story is Roddie’s. The stage is his guardian
and grandfather Calum’s. A quiet and stoic
man, Calum Gillies and his aging friends
illuminate for us the changing world around
them: the loss of the coal mines, the labour
strife and lean years endured, the religious
parochialism that divides families and
communities and, most important,
a disappearing language. The setting is Cape
Breton; the themes of cultural and rural
change and decline are universal.

A Long Long Way

NOMINATED BY:
Bergen Oﬀentlige Bibliotek, Norway
Liverpool Libraries & Information
Services, England
Free Library of Philadelphia, USA
San Diego Public Library, USA
Dublin City Public Libraries, Ireland
Provincial Information & Library Resources
Board, Gander, Canada
The State Library of Queensland,
Brisbane, Australia
One of the most vivid and realised characters
of recent ﬁction, Willie Dunne is the innocent
hero of Sebastian Barry’s highly acclaimed
novel. Leaving Dublin to ﬁght for the Allied
cause as a member of the Royal Dublin
Fusiliers, he ﬁnds himself caught between
the war playing out on foreign ﬁelds and that
festering at home, waiting to erupt with the
Easter Rising. Profoundly moving, intimate
and epic, A Long Long Way charts and evokes
a terrible coming of age, one too often written
out of history.
Sebastian Barry was born in Dublin in 1955.
His play The Steward of Christendom has been
seen around the world. He is the author of two
highly acclaimed novels, The Whereabouts of
Eneas McNulty and Annie Dunne.
A Long Way Down

Frank MacDonald, long-time and awardwinning columnist and publisher of The
Inverness Oran, is an accomplished writer of
short stories, drama, poetry and songs.
He lives in Inverness, Cape Breton. A Forest
for Calum is his ﬁrst novel.
A Jealous Ghost
A.N. Wilson
NOMINATED BY:
Hoofdstedelijke Openbare Bibliotheek,
Brussels, Belgium

Diana Evans has worked as a journalist
and arts critic, contributing to Marie Claire,
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A. N. Wilson was born in 1950 and educated
at Rugby and New College, Oxford. He is an
award-winning biographer and a celebrated
novelist, winning prizes for much of his work.
He lives in North London.

Sebastian Barry
David Blacker was born in Colombo. He served
as an enlisted soldier in the Sri Lanka Army in
the early 1990s. He lives in Dehiwela with his
wife and son.
A Forest for Calum

Diana Evans

There is something disquieting about Sallie
Declan, a young American in London, and it
is not just her obsession with Henry James’s
The Turn of the Screw, the subject of her
PhD thesis. There is her decision to leave her
studies for a temporary job as a nanny in a
large country house. She seems to display
astonishing naivety as she builds a fantasy
about her emotional future there. Surely she
can see it is all delusion? But a progressively
darker reality unfolds as we are led inexorably
towards a terrible and shocking climax. A. N.
Wilson has written a masterpiece to rival even
that of the master himself, Henry James.

website: www.impacdublinaward.ie

Nick Hornby
NOMINATED BY:
Stadtbüchereien Düsseldorf, Germany
Buchereien Wein, Vienna, Austria
Disgraced TV presenter Martin Sharp has, in his
own words, ‘pissed his life away’. And on New
Year’s Eve, he’s going to end it all ...
But not, as it happens, alone. Because ﬁrst
single-mum Maureen, then eighteen-year old
Jess and lastly American rock-god JJ turn up
and crash Martin’s private party, and it’s hard
to jump when you’ve got an audience queuing
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impatiently behind you. A few heated words
and some slices of cold pizza later and these
four strangers are allies. But is their unlikely
friendship good enough reason to carry
on living?
Nick Hornby was born in 1957, and is the
author of Fever Pitch, High Fidelity, About a
Boy and How to be Good. He lives and works in
Highbury, North London.
A Perfect Night to go to China

Marina Lewycka was born of Ukrainian
parents in a refugee camp in Kiel, Germany, at
the end of the war, and grew up in England.
She is married, with a grown-up daughter, and
lives in Sheﬃeld.
A Sultan in Palermo

A distinguished academic, Luiz Alfredo
Garcia-Roza is also a bestselling novelist.
The Espinosa mysteries have been translated
into ﬁve languages. Garcia-Roza lives in
Rio de Janeiro.
Aﬀection

Tariq Ali

Ian Townsend

NOMINATED BY:
Jafet Library - The American University of
Beirut, Lebanon

NOMINATED BY:
The State Library of Victoria,
Melbourne, Australia

The year is 1153. The Normans are ruling
Siqqiliya, but Arab culture and language
dominate the island and the court.

January 1900. An outbreak of plague is
suspected, and the Queensland government
sends Dr. Alfred Jeﬀeris Turner – small, reﬁned
and immaculately dressed – to assess the
situation. Armed with a microscope, a butterﬂy
net and his lovelorn yet devout colleague,
Turner is met with incredulity. Fifty-two
possible plague carriers – including two
prominent MPs – are isolated in a dilapidated
quarantine station. Meanwhile in town the
sewers overﬂow, the streets choke with
rubbish; and still no one wants to listen.

David Gilmour
NOMINATED BY:
Winnipeg Public Library, Canada
Calgary Public Library, Canada
A parent’s worst nightmare; Roman makes
a casual error of judgment one evening and
leaves his six-year old son alone for ﬁfteen
minutes. When he returns the child is gone.
Pursued by the unshakeable conviction that
his son is speaking directly to him, Roman
enters a haunting relationship with the
missing child and his own conscience. In the
meantime, his behaviour becomes increasingly
erratic. He is rejected by his grieving and angry
wife, ﬁred from his job, and shadowed by an
eerily persistent policeman, who thinks he is
hiding the child.
David Gilmour is the author of ﬁve previous
novels, a ﬁlm critic for CBC television’s The
Journal and The National, and book reviewer
for The Globe and Mail. He lives in Toronto with
his wife and two children.
A Short History of Tractors in Ukrainian

Sultan Rujari surrounds himself with
Muslim intellectuals, concubines, and an
administration presided over by gifted
eunuchs. The bishops are angered by the
decadence of the court. In this captivating
novel, Tariq Ali charts the life and loves of the
medieval cartographer Muhammed al-Idrisi.
Torn between his friendship with the sultan
and his friends who are leaving the island,
Idrisi ﬁnds temporary solace in the harem;
but confronted by the common people of Noto
and Catania, his conscience is troubled.
A Sultan in Palermo is a mythic novel in
which pride, greed, and lust intermingle with
resistance and greatness.
Tariq Ali is a writer and ﬁlmmaker.
He has written more than a dozen books on
world history and politics, including, most
recently, Bush in Babylon and The Clash of
Fundamentalisms, as well as novels and scripts
for stage and screen.

Aﬀection uncovers a unique period in
Australian history. A novel based on a true
story of shaky politics, courageous medicos,
and humidity, it is also a mystery of the heart
and mind.
Ian Townsend is a journalist with ABC Radio’s
national current aﬀairs programs. He lives
in Brisbane with his wife, Kirsten, and their
daughter, Charlotte. Aﬀection is his ﬁrst novel.
All for Love
Dan Jacobson

Marina Lewycka
A Window in Copacabana
NOMINATED BY:
Birmingham Libraries, England
Newcastle Libraries & Information
Service, England
London’s Public Libraries, England
Waterford County Library, Ireland
Glasgow City Libraries, Information &
Learning, Scotland
Stockholm Public Library, Sweden
“Two years after my mother died, my father
fell in love with a glamorous blonde Ukrainian
divorcee. He was eighty-four and she was thirtysix. She exploded into our lives like a ﬂuﬀ y pink
grenade, churning up the muddy water, bringing
to the surface a sludge of sloughed-oﬀ memories,
giving the family ghosts a kick up the backside”
Sisters Vera and Nadezhda must put aside
a lifetime of feuding to save their émigré
engineer father from voluptuous gold-digger
Valentina. But the sisters’ campaign to oust
Valentina unearths family secrets, uncovers
ﬁfty years of Europe’s darkest history and
sends them back to roots they’d much
rather forget.

Luiz Alfredo Garcia-Roza
Translated from the original Portuguese by
Benjamin Moser
NOMINATED BY:
Biblioteca Municipal Central de Lisboa,
Lisbon, Portugal

NOMINATED BY:
The Free State Provincial Library Service,
Bloemfontein, South Africa
She was a princess, daughter of perhaps the
most hated king in Europe. He was a lowly
hussar. Their love aﬀair in turn-of-the-century
Vienna was to scandalize a continent.

Copacabana, Rio de Janeiro. Three policemen
have been killed over the course of a few days.
Their deaths have a lot in common: a coldblooded assassin, who leaves no trace and
likes to ﬁre at point-blank range.

The story of Princess Louise of Belgium and
Geza Mattachich, stepson of a minor Croatian
count, began with no more than an exchanged
glance in a park. Yet the princess and her
soldier, divided by wealth and status, pursued
their devotion to one another through scandal,
ruin, madness and imprisonment.

Espinosa, chief of the 12th Precinct, doesn’t
have much to go on. Things get even more
complicated when a reputed “witness” – the
wife of a high-ranking government oﬃcial
– becomes obsessed with the case, and
with Espinosa.

Dan Jacobson’s brilliant imagining of this
forgotten episode of the Hapsburg court
brings to life one of the century’s great
love stories.

Nothing is quite as it ﬁrst appears as Espinosa
ﬁnds himself in his old haunts of Leme and
Copacabana, and in the all-too-familiar murky
terrain of corruption, secret lives, greed,
and fear.

website: www.impacdublinaward.ie

Dan Jacobson was born in South Africa.
He is the author of novels, collections of short
stories, critical works and volumes of travel
writing and autobiography, including the
acclaimed Heshel’s Kingdom. He lives
in London.
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Alligator
Lisa Moore
NOMINATED BY:
St. John’s Public Libraries, Canada

Joan Clark is the author of three novels, two
short story collections and several awardwinning novels for young adults. Born and
raised in Nova Scotia, she lives in Canada with
her husband Jack.
An Iraqi In Paris

Lisa Moore’s Alligator moves with the
swiftness of a gator in attack mode through
the lives of a group of brilliantly rendered
characters in contemporary St. John’s,
Newfoundland – a city whose spiritual location
is somewhere in Flannery O’Connor country.
Its denizens jostle each other in uneasy
arabesques of desire, greed, lust, and
ambition, while yearning for purity, depth,
and redemption.
Lisa Moore’s Open was a ﬁnalist for the 2002
Giller Prize and a national bestseller. Her
work has also appeared in Canada’s most
prestigious literary magazines. She writes
occasional pieces for the Globe and Mail and
the National Post. She lives in St. John’s with
her husband and two children.
An Audience of Chairs

Samuel Shimon
Translated from the original Arabic by
Banipal Publishing
NOMINATED BY:
Jafet Library – The American University of
Beirut, Lebanon
A young Iraqi leaves home to become a
Hollywood ﬁlm-maker, but ﬁnds himself jailed,
tortured, and thrown out of the ﬁrst three
countries he gets to – Syria, Lebanon and
Jordan. Seeking refuge eventually with the
Palestinians in West Beirut, he ﬁnds his way to
Hollywood barred.
Later, living on the streets of Paris as a
homeless refugee and writer, he dreams of
making a ﬁlm about his father, and writes
“The Street Boy and the Cinema”, the story of
his childhood.
Samuel Shimon was born in Iraq.
His autobiographical novel An Iraqi in Paris,
was published in Arabic and in English
translation in 2005. He lives in London.
An Outline of the Republic

Joan Clark
NOMINATED BY:
St. John’s Public Libraries, Canada
The Provincial Information & Library
Resources Board, Gander, Canada
Moranna MacKenzie lives alone in a Cape
Breton farmhoue. Fighting the ups and downs
of a mental illness, she grieves the loss of two
daughters, taken from her thirty years ago.
Though known as “mad Mory,” she arranges
her life carefully to keep herself on even keel.
Moranna is simply unforgettable. The Cape
Breton farmhouse is brought sharply to life,
as are the inhabitants of the small village in
which she lives. Her struggle with mental
illness provides the novel with both sadness
and hilarity.
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Anansi Boys
Neil Gaiman
NOMINATED BY:
Chicago Public Library, USA
LeRoy Collins Leon County Public Library,
Tallahassee, USA
When Fat Charlie’s dad died he left him things.
Things like the tall, good-looking stranger who
appears on Charlie’s doorstep, who appears to
be the brother he never knew. A brother who’s
going to show Charlie how to lighten up and
have a little fun ... Because, you see, Charlie’s
dad wasn’t just any dad. He was Anansi, a
trickster god, the spider-god.
Anansi is the spirit of rebellion, able to
overturn the social order, create wealth out of
thin air, and baﬄe the devil.
Neil Gaiman oﬀers up a kaleidoscopic journey
deep into myth that is at once startling,
terrifying, exhilarating, and ﬁercely funny.
Neil Gaiman is the critically acclaimed and
award-winning creator of the Sandman series
of graphic novels. He has written novels,
the short-ﬁction collection Smoke and Mirrors,
and bestselling children’s books. Originally
from England, Gaiman now lives in the
United States.
Any Wednesday I’m Yours

Siddhartha Deb

Mayra Santos-Febres
Translated from the original Spanish by
James Graham

NOMINATED BY:
LeRoy Collins Leon County Public Library,
Tallahassee, USA

NOMINATED BY:
Biblioteca Luis Angel Arango,
Bogota, Columbia

Amrit, a young, disillusioned journalist at
a Calcutta daily, a Sikh, ﬁnds a disturbing
photograph of a woman and decides to
investigate the story of her life and the violent
incident captured by the photograph.
His research takes him halfway across India, to
a region of seven hill states bordered by China
and Burma, where drugs, guns, and timber
sustain the crumbling economy and where
militancy and insurgent movements brew.

Julián Castrodad is an ex-reporter and failed
novelist working the night shift at the Motel
Tulán. He rents rooms by the hour. His rules:
never notice who checks in, and never let them
notice you. A sleepwalker who’s lost nearly
everything; his girl, his hopes for a career as
a writer, his dreams; Julián has no trouble
cultivating invisibility. But tonight his subtle
tricks at navigating this clandestine world
unravel with the arrival of three strangers.
Before morning, one of them will be dead, two
will be missing, and Julián will feel compelled
to discover why.

A dramatic and tense narrative that sheds new
light on India at moral, political, and social
crossroads, An Outline of the Republic is a
suspenseful, epic novel.
Siddhartha Deb was born in north-eastern
India. His ﬁrst novel The Point of Return, was a
New York Times Notable Book of the Year.
He divides his time between India and
New York.

website: www.impacdublinaward.ie

Mayra Santos-Febres was born in Puerto
Rico, and has won many prizes for her stories,
including the 1994 Letras de Oro Prize granted
by the University of Miami and the 1997 Juan
Rulfo Prize awarded by Radio Sarandi in Paris.
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Arthur and George
Julian Barnes
NOMINATED BY:
Veria Central Public Library, Greece
Belfast Education & Library Board,
Northern Ireland
Liverpool Libraries & Information Services,
England
M.I. Rudomino State Library for Foreign
Literature, Moscow, Russia
Tampere City Library, Finland
Deichmanske Bibliotek, Oslo, Norway

Uzodinma Iweala was born in 1982 in
Washington, D.C. He graduated from Harvard
University, where he received a number of
prizes for his writing. He lives in New York City.
Beasts of No Nation is his ﬁrst novel.

Maurice Gee
NOMINATED BY:
Auckland City Libraries, New Zealand
Christchurch City Libraries, New Zealand
Wellington City Libraries, New Zealand
Blindsight is the story of a good though
damaged man and his less than virtuous sister.
As their childhood closeness unravels, Alice
moves into her career in science, while Gordon
descends into vagrancy and silence. For more
than thirty years they do not meet. Then a
young man appears at Alice’s door, claiming
a relationship she never knew she had. As he
becomes part of her carefully guarded world,
she cautiously begins to reveal the past. But is
she telling him everything?

Arthur Conan Doyle, famous as the creator of
the world’s greatest detective, is mourning his
ﬁrst wife. Incensed at this obvious miscarriage
of justice, he is galvanised into trying to clear
George’s name.

Jealousy, ambition and love shape the fates of
Alice and Gordon in this compelling story of
loyalty and family ties.

Julian Barnes is the author of eight novels,
including Metroland, Flaubert’s Parrot,
A History of the World in 10 1/2 Chapters, and
two collections of short stories, Cross Channel
and The Lemon Table.
Beasts of No Nation
Uzodinma Iweala
NOMINATED BY:
Cleveland Public Library, USA
Miami-Dade Public Library System, USA
New York Public Library, USA
Agu, a young boy in an unnamed West
African nation, is recruited into a unit of
guerrilla ﬁghters as civil war engulfs his
country. Haunted by his father’s own death
at the hands of militants, Agu is vulnerable to
the dangerous yet paternal nature of his new
commander.
While the war rages on, Agu becomes
increasingly divorced from the life he had
known before the conﬂict started – a life of
school friends, church services and time with
his family.

Kamila Shamsie
NOMINATED BY:
Quaid-e-Azam Library, Lahore, Pakistan

Blindsight

George Edjali’s father is Indian, his mother
Scottish. When the family begins to receive
vicious anonymous letters, they put it down to
racial prejudice. They appeal to the police, but
to their dismay they appear to suspect George.
Then someone starts slashing horses and
livestock. Again the police seem to suspect the
shy, aloof Birmingham solicitor. He is arrested
and, on the ﬂimsiest evidence, sent to trial,
found guilty and sentenced to seven years’
hard labour.

With a mixture of detailed research and vivid
imagination, Julian Barnes brings to life not
just this long-forgotten case, but also the inner
lives of these two very diﬀerent men.

Broken Verses

Maurice Gee is acknowledged as one of New
Zealand’s ﬁnest ﬁction writers. He lives in
Wellington with his wife Margareta. They have
two daughters and a son.

Fourteen years ago, famous Pakistani activist
Samina Akram disappeared. In present-day
Karachi, her daughter Aasmaani has just
discovered a letter – a letter that could only
have been written recently.
Aasmaani is thirty, single, drifting from job
to job. Always left behind whenever Samina
followed her lover (Pakistan’s greatest
poet, beaten to death by government
thugs), into exile, she had assumed that her
mother’s disappearance was simply another
abandonment. Where could the letters have
come from? And will they lead her to
her mother?
Broken Verses is at once a sharp, thrilling
journey through modern-day Pakistan, and
an intimate story that asks how we forgive a
mother who leaves.
Kamila Shamsie is the author of four novels.
She lives in London and Karachi and serves
as a visiting professor of English at Hamilton
College.
Children of the Day
Sandra Birdsell

Brecht’s Lover/Brecht’s Mistress
Jacques-Pierre Amette
Translated from the original French by
Andrew Brown
NOMINATED BY:
Cork City Libraries, Ireland
Gradska Knjiznica Rijeka, Croatia
The return of Bertolt Brecht to East Berlin
in 1948 after years in exile is a cause of
considerable excitement, not least for the
theatrical world. But equally watchful of his
every action are the secret police, anxious
to learn exactly how far his Communist
sympathies extend. Recruiting Maria Eich,
Brecht’s young lover, into their service, they
unleash an inﬂuence over the playwright that
will shape even his work.
A ﬁctional and hugely compelling tale of love
and espionage.
French novelist, playwright and literary critic,
Jacques-Pierre Amette is the author of some
twenty books; La maîtresse de Brecht was
awarded the 2003 Prix Goncourt.

NOMINATED BY:
Cape Breton Regional Library,
Sydney, Canada
Sara Vandal, convinced that her husband has
been having a decades-long aﬀair, decides
that she is too sick to get out of bed. With ten
children in the house (and a possible eleventh
on the way), this decision sets oﬀ a day of
chaos, reﬂection and near disaster for the
Vandal family.
Throughout the day, both Oliver and Sara
reﬂect on how their lives collided. The Vandal
children too, must deal with this unusual
disruption of their daily routine.
By nightfall the extended Vandal family will be
thrown together to work out the problems of
the past and exorcise the ghosts that
haunt them.
Sandra Birdsell was born in 1942 in Winnipeg.
Children of the Day was inspired by the
childhood memory of a census taker who
came to the door and reduced her family’s
rich and varied heritage to a simple ﬁll-in-theblank “French.”

In a powerful, strikingly original voice that
vividly captures Agu’s youth and confusion,
Uzodinma Iweala has produced a harrowing,
deeply aﬀecting novel.

website: www.impacdublinaward.ie
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Circle of Love
Soecy Gummels
NOMINATED BY:
Bibliotheek van de Cultureel Centrum
Suriname, Paramaribo, Suriname

Father Ndikaru Wa Teresia was born in
Kenya in 1957. He is a well-known activist on
environmental and human rights issues.
Cry of the Oppressed is his ﬁrst novel.
Dancing in the Dark
Caryl Phillips

Circle of Love is the story of Lucia, a young
Hispanic-American girl, and the trials and
triumphs she experiences through love and
cultural diﬀerences. It follows her journey
through innocence and despair into the spirit
of a woman’s strength.
Soecy (pronounced “Susie”) Gummels
spends her time between Suriname and the
United States. Writing has always been her
favourite hobby, and she has written children’s
stories, poetry, and prose.
Cold Skin
Albert Sánchez Piñol
Translated from the original Catalan by Cheryl
Leah Morgan
NOMINATED BY:
Bibliotecas Municipales de Madrid, Spain

NOMINATED BY:
Hartford Public Library, USA
A searing new novel that reimagines the
remarkable, tragic, little-known life of Bert
Williams (1874-1922), the ﬁrst black entertainer
in the United States to reach the highest levels
of fame and fortune.
Even as an eleven-year-old child living in
Southern California in the late 1800s – his
family having recently emigrated from the
Bahamas – Bert Williams understood that
he had to “learn the role that America had
set aside for him.” At the age of twenty-two,
after years of struggling for success on the
stage, he made the radical decision to do his
own “impersonation of a negro.” He donned
blackface makeup and played the “coon” as
a character.

Drums of my Flesh
Cyril Dabydeen
NOMINATED BY:
Grenada Library, St. George, Grenada
Against a background of political and racial
strife in colonial Guyana, as British rule
gradually winds down, and while in the thick
of domestic strife between his mother and his
philandering, free spirit father; a young boy
resorts to a world of his own invention.
It is a world far away from the gritty reality of a
plantation village, seen partly though the eyes
of the imaginary traveller Jaﬀe, who wanders
through India, the Middle East, North America,
and closer to home in the Amazon Jungle.
It is in this larger world where Boyo ﬁnds peace
and tolerance among peoples, and confronts
both the past and the future.
Cyril Dabydeen has written poetry, short
stories, and novels. His poetry and ﬁction have
appeared in Canada, the US, the UK, India,
and the Caribbean.
Echoes of Pain
Ravi Thapaliya

On the edge of the Antarctic Circle, in the years
after World War 1, a steam ship approaches a
desolate island. On board is a young man, on
his way to assume the lonely post of weather
observer, to live in solitude for a year at the
end of the world.

Caryl Phillips was born in St. Kitts, West Indies.
Brought up in England, he has written for
television, radio, theatre, and ﬁlm. He is the
author of three books of non-ﬁction and seven
previous novels. He lives in New York City.
Desertion

But on shore he ﬁnds no trace of the man
whom he has been sent to replace, just a
deranged castaway who has witnessed a
horror he refuses to name. The rest is woods,
a deserted cabin, rocks, silence, and the
surrounding sea.
Albert Sánchez Piñol is an anthropologist.
Cold Skin is his ﬁrst novel and has been
translated into ﬁfteen languages. He lives
in Barcelona.

NOMINATED BY:
Kenya National Library, Nairobi, Kenya
The people of Sabasita hated Western rule
collectively and successfully fought for their
independence. But as their fellow Africans
turn out to be colonists, a class of rulers and
the ruled emerges. What was thought to be
freedom turns out to be doom.

NOMINATED BY:
The Free State Provincial Library Service,
Bloemfontein, South Africa
Early one morning in 1899, in a small town
along the coast from Mombasa, Hassanali sets
out for the mosque. He never gets there, for
out of the desert stumbles an Englishman who
collapses at his feet.

Echoes of pain explores the morbid human
instinct that pleases to see pain and
suﬀering in others. It depicts the fact that the
disintegration, however, is bilateral.
Ravi Thapaliya is a medical practioner. He lives
in Kathmandu. Echoes of Pain is his ﬁrst novel.
Empire Rising
Thomas Kelly

That man is Martin Pearce – writer, traveller
and something of an Orientalist. When he
visits Hassanali to thank him for his rescue,
he meets his sister Rehana and is immediately
fascinated by her beautiful eyes and her air of
tragedy. In this crumbling town on the edge of
civilised life, with the empire on the brink of a
new century, a passionate love aﬀair begins.
Abdulrazak Gurnah was born in 1948 in
Zanzibar and teaches at the University of Kent.
He is the author of six novels, which include
Paradise, Admiring Silence, and By the Sea.

Since independence, Sabasita has experienced
three leadership regimes. During the
second regime when Dam’Rut rules, the
situation becomes worse and the people are
determined to overthrow him. Sabasitans are
optimistic for a better tomorrow, but when
would this be?
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Agni, a surgeon in a teaching hospital is
enticed into working as an interrogator. His life
begins to change insidiously, right from the
ﬁrst day of dealing with Vivas, his ﬁrst victim.

Abdulrazak Gurnah

Cry of the Oppressed
Ndikaru wa Teresia

NOMINATED BY:
Nepal National Library, Lalitpur, Nepal

NOMINATED BY:
Richland County Public Library,
Columbia, USA
It is 1930, the Depression, and ground has just
been broken for the Empire State Building.
Michael Briody is an Irish immigrant torn
between his desire to make a new life in
America and his pledge to gather money
and arms for the Irish republican cause.
When he meets Grace Masterson, Briody’s
life turns exhilarating – and dangerous, for
Grace is also a paramour of Johnny Farrell, the
Mayor’s liaison with Tammany Hall and the
underworld.
Their heartbreaking love story is also a
chronicle of New York’s rough passage from
a working-class enclave to a world-class
metropolis.

website: www.impacdublinaward.ie
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Thomas Kelly is the author of two previous
novels: Payback and The Rackets. He is a
graduate of Fordham University and Harvard’s
John F. Kennedy School of Government.
He lives in New York City.
Europe Central
William T. Vollmann
NOMINATED BY:
Cape Breton Regional Library,
Sydney, Canada
In Europe Central, Vollmann turns his
trenchant eye on the authoritarian cultures
of Germany and the USSR in the twentieth
century, to render a mesmerizing perspective
on human experience during wartime.
Through interwoven narratives Europe Central
captures a chorus of voices both real and
ﬁctional – a young German who joins the SS to
ﬁght its crimes, two generals who collaborate
with the enemy for diﬀerent reasons; the
Soviet composer Dmitri Shostakovich and the
Stalinist assaults upon his work and life.
William T. Vollmann is the author of eight
novels, three collections of stories, a memoir,
and Rising Up and Rising Down, which was
a ﬁnalist for the National Book Critics Circle
Award in non-ﬁction. He lives in California.
Everyman’s Rules for Scientiﬁc Living
Carrie Tiﬀany

Extinction
Ray Hammond
NOMINATED BY:
Sierra Leone Library Board,
Freetown, Sierra Leone
In 2066 the Earth’s overheated ecosphere is
running out of control. The weather-control
satellites of the ERGIA Corporation are keeping
the planet from total meltdown, but only just
– and only for those countries that can pay.
As ERGIA hosts a prestigious opening
ceremony for its moon-base command centre,
seismic disruption on Earth suddenly increases
exponentially. Massive earthquakes spawn
mega-tsunamis and the world’s volcanic
mountain ranges start to erupt in an explosive
chain-reaction.

Ray Hammond is a novelist, dramatist and
non-ﬁction author. He is also a futurologist
who lectures on future social and business
trends for universities, corporations and
governments. He lives in London.
Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close

The State Library of Victoria,
Melbourne, Australia
The State Library of Western Australia, Perth

Johan Steyn
NOMINATED BY:
Ethekwini Municipal Library,
Durban, South Africa
The doctors and nurses at a small hospital in
an African town are ﬁghting the uphill battle
against the Aids pandemic. The rebellious
and profane Morgan thwarts every new rule
in his quest to save his patients. His eﬀorts are
valiantly supported by the enigmatic Oumar,
the likeable Kenyan, the beautiful Violet, and
Rebecca, the battleaxe with a heart of gold.
Then there is Mary, holding Morgan’s heart in
her frail hands.
When funds are needed for a kidney
transplant, Morgan conspires with Father
Michael to make the rich Mr B organise a
Beerfest to pay for the operation. But things
don’t work out as planned.

1934, the government “Better Farming Train”
slides through the wheat ﬁelds and small
towns of Australia, bringing expert advice to
those living on the land.

Johan Steyn is a medical doctor who has
worked and travelled extensively in Africa,
preferring to live in the continent’s more
remote corners. His interests include ﬂying,
painting, photography and mountaineering.

Among the swaying cars full of cows, pigs and
wheat, an unlikely love aﬀair occurs between
Robert Pettergree and Jean Finnegan. In an
atmosphere of heady scientiﬁc idealism, they
marry and settle in the impoverished Mallee
with the ambition of proving that a scientiﬁc
approach to cultivation can transform
the land.

Carrie Tiﬀany was born in West Yorkshire.
Her family migrated to Western Australia in
the early 1970s where an attempt to live oﬀ
the land failed. She spent her early twenties
working as a park ranger, and now lives
in Melbourne.

Jonathan Safran Foer was born in 1977.
Everything Is Illuminated, his ﬁrst novel, won
several literary prizes, including the National
Jewish Book Award and the Guardian First
Book Award in 2002.
Father Michael’s Lottery

Trapped on the Moon, visiting world leaders
can only watch helplessly as a shroud of ﬁre
and ash obscures the Earth from view. For
now they have escaped, but as their supplies
dwindle the survivors realise they must return
to Earth to save their lives.

NOMINATED BY:

But after seasons of failing crops, and with the
threat of a new World War looming, Robert
and Jean are forced to confront each other,
the community they have inadvertently
destroyed, and the impact of their actions on
an ancient and fragile landscape.

Nine-year-old Oskar Schell is an inventor,
amateur entomologist, Francophile, letter
writer, paciﬁst, natural historian, percussionist,
romantic, Great Explorer, jeweller, detective,
vegan, and collector of butterﬂies. When his
father is killed in the September 11th attacks
on the World Trade Centre, Oskar sets out to
solve the mystery of a key he discovers in his
father’s closet. It is a search, which leads him
into the lives of strangers, through the ﬁve
boroughs of New York, into history, to the
bombings of Dresden and Hiroshima, and
on an inward journey, which brings him ever
closer to some kind of peace.

Freshwater Road
Denise Nicholas
NOMINATED BY:
Pikes Peak Library District,
Colorado Springs, USA
Jonathan Safran Foer
NOMINATED BY:
Richmond Public Library, USA
Jacksonville Public Library, USA
Public Library of Cincinnati & Hamilton
County, USA
Stadtbücherei Frankfurt-am-Main, Germany
Stedelijke Openbare Bibliotheek Gent,
Belgium
New Hampshire State Library, Concord, USA
New York Public Library, USA
Halifax Regional Library, USA

website: www.impacdublinaward.ie

Freshwater Road is the story of one young
woman’s journey into adulthood via the
political and social upheavals of the civil
rights movement. A young black collegian,
Celeste Tyree, leaves Ann Arbor to go to
Pineyville, Mississippi, in the summer of
1964 to help found a Freedom School and a
voter registration project as part of Freedom
Summer. As the summer unfolds, she confronts
not only the political realities of race and
poverty in this tiny town, but also truths about
herself and her own family.
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Denise Nicholas is an actor who starred in the
TV series Room 222 and In the Heat of the Night,
among many other TV, ﬁlm, and theatrical
productions. Freshwater Road is her ﬁrst novel.
Friendly Fire
Patrick Gale
NOMINATED BY:
Chicago Public Library, USA
Sophie is a self-contained, exceptionally bright
child who has no known parents and has
spent all her life in a children’s home. Her life
is transformed when she wins a scholarship
to Tatham’s, a kind of Oxbridge university
for teenagers, but this is only the start of an
education as much emotional as intellectual.
She falls hopelessly in love with Lucas; adored
gay son of a wealthy Jewish family, and
through him is drawn into a tangle of betrayed
friendship and forbidden passion that ends in
tragedy and disgrace.
Patrick Gale was born in 1962, on the Isle of
Wight. He has written a number of novels and
a book of short stories. He lives in Cornwall.
Gem Squash Tokoloshe
Rachel Zadok
NOMINATED BY:
Tshwane Library & Information Service,
Pretoria, South Africa
City of Johannesburg Library & Information
Services, South Africa
Cape Town Central Library, South Africa
A poignant and heart-wrenching story of the
dissolution of a marriage seen through the
eyes of an innocent child.
Rachel Zadok recreates the voice of a young
girl growing up during the height of apartheid
unrest in South Africa. As Faith struggles to
make sense of the complex world in which
she lives and come to terms with the beliefs
her society and upbringing have inculcated
in her, what emerges is a richly compelling,
emotionally resonant tale of courage set
against the backdrop of a chaotically divided
and deeply beautiful country.
Rachel Zadok grew up in Johannesburg and
lives in London. In 2005 she was selected
from 46,000 hopefuls and a long list of 26, to
become a winner of the Richard & Judy/ ‘How
to Get Published’ competition. Gem Squash
Tokoloshe is her debut.

George and Rue
George Elliott Clarke
NOMINATED BY:
Halifax Regional Library, Canada
It was, by all accounts, a “slug-ugly” crime.
Brothers George and Rufus Hamilton, in a
robbery gone wrong, drunkenly bludgeoned a
taxi driver to death with a hammer. It was 1949,
and they were both hanged for the killing.
Those facts are also skeletons in George
Elliott Clarke’s family closet. Repelled and
intrigued by his ancestral cousins’ deeds,
Clarke set out to discover just what kind of
forces would reduce men to crime, violence,
and ultimately, murder. George and Rue
shifts seamlessly back into the killers’ pasts,
recounting a bleak and sometimes comic tale
of victims of violence who became killers, a
black community too poor and too shamed to
assist its downtrodden members, and a white
community bent on condemning all blacks as
dangerous outsiders.
George Elliott Clarke is an award-winning
poet, playwright and screenwriter. Born in
Windsor, Nova Scotia, he now lives in Toronto.

Philippe Claudel was born in 1962. He has won
several awards for his ﬁction, including the Prix
Goncourt for Stories in 2003.
He Drown She in the Sea
Shani Mootoo
NOMINATED BY:
Vancouver Public Library, Canada
National Library & Information System
Authority, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad & Tobago
Set on the ﬁctional Caribbean island of
Guanagaspar around the time of the Second
World War, and in modern-day Vancouver.

Get a Life
Nadine Gordimer
NOMINATED BY:
Tshwane Library & Information Service,
Pretoria, South Africa
Ethekwini Municipal Library, Durban,
South Africa
Bergen Oﬀentlige Bibliotek, Norway
Paul Bannerman, an ecologist in Africa,
believes he’s in control of the trajectory of
his life. But when he’s diagnosed with thyroid
cancer he’s prescribed treatment that makes
him radioactive, and for a period a danger
to others. Taken in by his parents to protect
his wife and child from radiation, threats of
projects to build a nuclear reactor and drain
the country’s vital wetlands preoccupy Paul;
and the strange state of his existence leads his
mother to face her own past.
Nadine Gordimer was born in South Africa.
She was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature
in 1991 and was the joint winner of the Booker
Prize for The Conservationist in 1974. She lives
in Johannesburg.
Grey Souls
Philippe Claudel
Translated from the original French by
Adriana Hunter
NOMINATED BY:
Bibliothèques Municipales Geneva,
Switzerland
Leipzig Stadtbibliothek, Germany
Bibliothèque Municipale de Lyon, France
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In 1917 in a small town in Northern France a
crime is committed. It is the dead of winter and
the war is still being fought in the trenches,
within sight and sound of the town. One
freezing-cold morning, a beautiful ten-yearold girl, one of three daughters of the local
innkeeper, is found strangled and dumped
in the local canal. Suspicion falls on two
deserters who are picked up near the town.
Their interrogation and sentencing is brutal
and swift. Twenty years later, the man who
originally investigated the crime tries to piece
together what actually happened the night
the girl died?
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At the centre of the story is Harry St. George,
the son of a laundress, and the unrequited
love he bears for a woman, Rose, the
daughter of a wealthy man, whom he knew
as a child. Looking back to his past, evoking
the rich culture and texture of his Caribbean
boyhood, and the life of his mother, Dolly,
Harry reveals his friendship with Rose, and
the events that will continue to haunt him
across time and place. When Rose arrives
suddenly in Vancouver, where Harry has built
a hard-earned life for himself, the two embark
on an impossible aﬀair that will have tragic
consequences.
Shani Mootoo was born in Ireland and grew
up in Trinidad. Her acclaimed ﬁrst novel,
Cereus Blooms at Night, was published in
fourteen countries. She lives in Edmonton.
Hibiscus Coast
Paula Morris
NOMINATED BY:
Dunedin Public Libraries, New Zealand
Emma Taupere returns to Auckland from
Shanghai, where her training as a painter
has made her a copyist of incredible skill.
Now, Siaki, her ambitious and manipulative
ex-boyfriend, has recruited her as a forger,
shutting Emma away in a borrowed apartment
on Princes Wharf.
Emma works day and night copying one of
the most valuable Goldie paintings in the
Auckland Museum until a rash act by her
damaged young cousin, Ani, exposes her to
danger, and Emma has no choice but to ﬂee up
the Hibiscus Coast.
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Paula Morris is a novelist and short story
writer from Auckland. Queen of Beauty, her
ﬁrst novel, won the Adam Foundation Prize in
Creative Writing and Hubert Church Best First
Book Award at the 2003 Montana New Zealand
Book Awards. She lives in New Orleans.

Human Traces
Sebastian Faulks

Matthew S. Friedman

NOMINATED BY:
Tweebronnen Openbare Bibliotheek,
Leuven, Belgium

NOMINATED BY:
Colombo Public Library, Sri Lanka

Hidden Camera
Jacques Rebière and Thomas Midwinter; both
sixteen when the story starts in 1876, come
from diﬀerent countries and contrasting
families. They are united by an ambition to
understand how the mind works and whether
madness is the price we pay for being human.
As psychiatrists, their quest takes them from
the squalor of the Victorian lunatic asylum to
the crowded lecture halls of the renowned
Professor Charcot in Paris; from the heights of
the Sierra Madre in California to the plains of
unexplored Africa.
Moving and challenging in equal measure,
Human Traces explores the question of what
kind of beings men and women really are.
Sebastian Faulks’s six previous novels include
Birdsong, The Girl at the Lion d’Or and On
Green Dolphin Street. He lives in London, is
married, and has two sons and a daughter.
In Lucia’s Eyes

Zoran Živković
Translated from the original Serbian by
Alice Copple-Tošić
NOMINATED BY:
Municipal Public Library Milutin Bojic,
Belgrade, Serbia & Montenegro
Hidden Camera opens with the narrator
ﬁnding a mysterious, blank envelope stuck in
his apartment door inviting him to a private
showing of a movie. Or so he initially thinks.
Upon arrival at the theatre, he discovers that
there’s only one other person in the audience,
a very attractive woman whom he’s seated
next to. Then things get a bit more mysterious.
The “movie” he’s been invited to see includes
a scene showing him sitting in a park.
Believing that he’s an unwitting participant in
a complicated hidden camera show, he goes
along with the variety of setups he’s faced
with, which continue to get more involved
and absurd.
Born in Belgrade, former Yugoslavia in 1948,
Zoran Živković is the author of eleven works
of ﬁction that blur the line between the
fantastic and real. He continues to live and
work in Belgrade.

In the Shadow of the Tamarind Tree

Arthur Japin
Translated from the original Dutch by
David Colmer
NOMINATED BY:
The Association of Public Libraries,
The Hague, The Netherlands
Gemeentebibliotheek Utrecht,
The Netherlands
Gemeentebibliotheek Rotterdam,
The Netherlands
Openbare Bibliotheek Amsterdam,
The Netherlands
Openbare Bibliotheek Eindhoven,
The Netherlands
Amsterdam 1758, and a man is artfully
seducing a woman. He is, to all appearances,
Monsieur le Chevalier de Seingalt. She is a
courtesan, well known in Amsterdam for the
fact that she never removes her veil. He sets
her a challenge: if she can ﬁnd a woman who
has suﬀered after falling in love with him,
she is entitled to resist his charms; if not, she
should play his game.
What Seingalt doesn’t know is that he has
already met the veiled woman many years ago,
in another life. What Lucia doesn’t know is that
Seingalt will go down in history as one of the
world’s greatest lovers, Casanova.
Arthur Japin lives in Utrecht. In Lucia’s Eyes,
his second novel, went straight into the Dutch
bestseller lists and won the prestigious
Libris prize.
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Set on the island of Sri Lanka, In the Shadow of
the Tamarind Tree traces a gentle relationship
between an elderly widower who had given up
on life and a young girl who had just lost her
brother in a tragic accident. Both were trying
to escape their respective grief and
deal with the burden of guilt and sorrow when
they were brought together by circumstance
and fate.
The story weaves the threads of love and loss
of faith in the meaning of life, together in a
manner that walks the reader down a path
where the concept of destiny, time and the
life aﬃrming quality of life are called into
question.
Matthew S. Friedman, as a professional in the
ﬁeld of international health, has travelled to
over 50 countries around the world. He lives
and works in South and South-East Asia.
Involuntary Witness
Gianfranco Caroﬁglio
Translated from the original Italian by
Patrick Creagh
NOMINATED BY:
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale Firenze,
Florence, Italy
When a Senegalese pedlar, Abdou Thiam, is
accused of kidnapping and murdering a nineyear-old boy, Francesco Rubino, it looks like
the verdict is a foregone conclusion. The local
police have gathered the evidence, including
a local barman who says he saw the pedlar
at the scene, and all ﬁngers seem to point to
Abdou Thiam.
Defence lawyer, Guido Guerrieri, is called in to
ﬁght this hopeless case. Faced with small-town
racism fuelled by the recent immigration from
Africa, Guido attempts to exploit the esoteric
workings of the Italian courts, and to turn the
case in his favour.
Gianrico Caroﬁglio was born in 1961.
Involuntary Witness is his debut novel and is
now the basis for a television series in Italy.
It’s All Right Now
Charles Chadwick
NOMINATED BY:
San Diego Public Library, USA
Meet Tom Ripple, a man with an uncommon
outlook on his common life. At home in a
North London suburb, Ripple keeps close
tabs on his neighbours while his own family
splinters apart.
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Through the vividness of his voice and his
growing sense of the sorrow and absurdity of
the world, Tom Ripple becomes an unusually
appealing anti-hero, aware of his ordinariness
and the limits of his intelligence, with a
ribald sense of humour, and clumsiness in his
attempts at emotional connection with others.
He is a bewildered everyman navigating his
way through modern times.
Charles Chadwick has lived and worked in
England, Canada, Kenya, Nigeria, Zambia,
Brazil, and Poland. He lives in London. It’s All
Right Now is his ﬁrst novel.

July 2005: Alice Tanner stumbles upon two
skeletons during an archaeological dig in the
mountains outside Carcassonne. Inside the
hidden tomb where the bones lie crumbling,
she experiences an overwhelming sense of
malevolence. Too late, Alice realises she’s set in
motion a terrifying sequence of events.
Kate Mosse is the author of two previous
novels and two non-ﬁction books. She is a cofounder and Honorary Director of the Orange
Prize for Fiction. She lives with her family in
West Sussex and Carcassonne.
Lang

Kafka on the Shore
Haruki Murakami
Translated from the original Japanese by
Philip Gabriel
NOMINATED BY:
Osaka City Central Library, Japan
Biblioteca Demonstrativa de Brasília, Brazil
Leipzig Stadtbibliothek, Germany
Stadtbüchereien Düsseldorf, Germany
Belfast Education & Library Board,
Northern Ireland
Consorci de Biblioteques de Barcelona, Spain
Houston Public Library, USA
Minneapolis Public Library, USA
Boston Public Library, USA
Bibliothèques Municipales Geneva,
Switzerland
Bibliothèque Municipale de Lille, France
New Hampshire State Library, Concord, USA
Kafka on the Shore follows the fortunes of
two remarkable characters. Kafka Tamura
runs away from home at ﬁfteen, under the
shadow of his father’s dark prophesy. The
aging Nakata, tracker of lost cats, who never
recovered from a bizarre childhood aﬄiction,
ﬁnds his pleasantly simpliﬁed life suddenly
turned upside down. Their parallel odysseys
are enriched throughout by vivid accomplices
and mesmerising dramas.

Kjell Westö
Translated from the original Swedish by
Ebba Segerberg
NOMINATED BY:
Helsingin Kaupunginkirjasto, Finland
In the middle of the night, a man makes a
phone call to his best friend. He needs help, he
says – and the loan of a heavy-duty shovel.

Esperanza did not risk her life ﬂeeing the
Dominican Republic to live in a tenement
in Washington Heights. No, she left for the
glittering dream she saw on television: JR,
Bobby Ewing, and the crystal chandeliers of
Dallas. But years later, she is still stuck in a
cramped apartment with her husband, Santo,
and their two children, Bobby and Dallas.
She works as a home aide and, at night, stuﬀs
unopened bills from the credit card company
in her lingerie drawer where Santo won’t ﬁnd
them when he returns from driving his
livery cab.
But when Santo’s mother dies, and his father,
Don Chan, comes to Nueva York to live out his
twilight years in the Colóns’ small apartment,
nothing will ever be the same.
Angie Cruz was born and raised in the
Washington Heights section of New York City.
Let it Rain Coﬀee is her second novel.
Let Me Sing You Gentle Songs
Linda Olsson

The story of Christian Lang is one of obsession.
A famous novelist and television chat-show
host, Lang wants to keep his aﬀair with the
enchanting Sarita a secret and ﬁnds himself
caught up in a sinister love triangle with Sarita
and her violent ex-husband. He knows that his
life is in danger but so great is Lang’s passion
for his lover that he is unable to stay away.

Nominated by:
Auckland City Libraries, New Zealand

Kjell Westö – was born in 1961 in Finland. He
has published three collections of poetry, two
books of short stories and three novels. He is
one of the leading Swedish-language authors
in Finland today.

Her arrival is observed by Astrid, her elderly,
reclusive neighbour, who in the safety of her
home guards dark family secrets and
personal tragedy.

Let It Rain Coﬀee

One bleak March evening Veronika, a young
writer, arrives in a small village in pursuit of
stillness and solitude to enable her to come
to terms with grief and loss, and to complete
a novel.

As the icy winter gives way to spring, the
two women are drawn together. Against a
backdrop of changing seasons, they embark
on a tender and unusual friendship.
Linda Olsson was born in Stockholm, Sweden.
Let Me Sing you Gentle Songs is her ﬁrst novel.
She lives in Auckland.

Murakami’s new novel is at once a classic tale
of quest, but it is also a bold exploration of
mythic and contemporary taboos, of patricide,
of mother-love, of sister-love.

Lord Byron’s Novel: The Evening Land
John Crowley

Haruki Murakami was born in Kyoto in 1949
and lives near Tokyo. His work has been
translated into thirty-four languages.

NOMINATED BY:
Public Library of Cincinnati & Hamilton
County, USA

Labyrinth
Documents discovered in a rotting old trunk
in an English storage room prove that the
manuscript of a novel by Byron once existed,
and that it was saved from destruction,
read, and annotated by Byron’s abandoned
daughter Ada, during the ﬁnal months of
her life.

Kate Mosse
NOMINATED BY:
London’s Public Libraries, England
Limerick City Library, Ireland
July 1209: in Carcassonne a young girl is given
a mysterious book by her father, which he
claims contains the secret of the true Grail.
Although Alaïs cannot understand the strange
words and symbols hidden within, she knows
that her destiny lies in protecting it.

12

Angie Cruz
NOMINATED BY:
Houston Public Library, USA
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And what a novel it is. A thrilling romance full
of treacheries and deceits, loves and loss.
Yet in the story of Ali, torn from his life in high
Albania to be raised an English gentleman,
Ada ﬁnds gripping revelations of the author’s
hidden character, and glimpses into the
secrets of his soul.
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John Crowley is the recipient of an American
Academy of Arts and Letters Award for
Literature. His critically acclaimed works
include Dæmonomania, Love & Sleep and
Ægypt. He lives in Massachusetts with his wife
and twin daughters.
Lost in the Forest

Set during the American Civil War, March tells
the story of John March, known to us as the
father away from his family of girls in Little
Women, Louisa May Alcott’s classic American
novel. In Brooks’ telling, March emerges as an
abolitionist and idealistic chaplain on the front
lines of a war that tests his faith in himself and
in the Union cause when he learns that his side
too, is capable of barbarism and racism.

Sue Miller
NOMINATED BY:
Hartford Public Library, USA
Set in the vineyards of Northern California,
Lost in the Forest tells the story of a young girl
who, in the wake of a tragic accident, seeks
solace in a damaging love aﬀair with a much
older man.
With astonishing sensuality and immediacy,
the story moves through the most intimate
realms of domestic life, from grief and sex
to adolescence and marriage. A rich and
gorgeously layered tale of a family breaking
apart and coming back together again
Sue Miller is the best-selling author of the
novels The World Below, While I Was Gone, The
Distinguished Guest, For Love, Family Pictures,
and The Good Mother. She lives in Boston.
Lunar Park
Bret Easton Ellis
NOMINATED BY:
Bibliothèques Municipales Geneva,
Switzerland
Consorci de Biblioteques de Barcelona, Spain
Married to the mother of his previously
unacknowledged son and living in the
suburban hinterlands, Ellis here recounts
the unraveling of this new life. He glimpses a
disturbing (ﬁctional) character at his fateful
Halloween party, and a car identical to his
late father’s; his stepdaughter’s doll violently
“malfunctions”, and their house undergoes
bizarre transformations. Connecting these
aberrations to graver events – a series of
grotesque murders, and the epidemic
disappearance of boy’s his son’s age – Ellis
struggles to defend his family even as his wife,
their therapists, and the police insist that his
apprehensions are rooted instead in substance
abuse and egomania.
Bret Easton Ellis is the author of Less Than
Zero, The Rules of Attraction, American
Psycho, Glamorama and Lunar Park, which
have been translated into 27 languages.
He divides his time between Los Angeles and
New York City.
March
Geraldine Brooks
NOMINATED BY:
Minneapolis Public Library, USA
National Library of Australia, Canberra
Lincoln Library, Springﬁeld, USA
Jacksonville Public Library, USA

March follows an unconventional love story.
It explores the passions between a man and
a woman, the tenderness of parent and child,
and the life-changing power of an ardently
held belief.
Geraldine Brooks was born and raised in
Australia. Her ﬁrst novel A Year of Wonders
became an international bestseller. She lives
with her husband and son in rural Virginia.
Memories Of My Melancholy Whores
Gariel García Márquez
Translated from the original Spanish by
Edith Grossman
NOMINATED BY:
Biblioteca Demonstrativa de Brasília, Brazil
Biblioteca Luis Angel Arango,
Bogota, Colombia
Biblioteca Daniel Cosío Villegas of El Colegio
de México, Mexico City, Mexico
Memories of My Melancholy Whores is a fairy
tale for the aged – a story that celebrates the
belated discovery of amorous passion in
old age.
This enticingly sensual yet at the same time
innocent adventure tells of an unnamed
second-rate reporter who on the eve of his
ninetieth birthday decides to give himself
‘a night of mad love with a virgin adolescent’
When he ﬁrst sees the chosen girl – asleep,
entirely naked, in the brothel room, his life
begins to change completely.

on their ownership of Mercedes-Benz cars
– the outings, the races, the crashes and the
inevitable repairs.
Huelle creates a moving portrait of three
generations amid life-changing historical
events.
Paweł Huelle was born and lives in Gdańsk,
Poland. The author of Who was David Weiser?
Moving House: Stories and Castorp, his books
have been translated into all major European
languages.
Minaret
Leila Aboulela
NOMINATED BY:
Hartford Public Library, USA
Hoofdstedelijke Openbare Bibliotheek,
Brussels, Belgium
In her Muslim hijab, Najwa is invisible to most
eyes, especially to the rich London families
whose houses she cleans. Twenty years earlier
Najwa was at university in Khartoum. Her
dreams were to marry well and raise a family.
But those days of innocence came to an abrupt
end. Now Najwa ﬁnds solace in her visits to
the Mosque. Her dreams may have shattered
but her awakening to Islam has given her a
diﬀerent peace. Then Najwa meets a younger
man and slowly they begin to fall in love.
Written with directness and force, Minaret is a
lyric and insightful novel about Islam and an
alluring glimpse into a culture Westerners are
only just beginning to understand.
Leila Aboulela was born in 1964 and grew up
in Khartoum, Sudan. Minaret is her third novel.
Her work has been translated into
six languages.
Missing Mom
Joyce Carol Oates

Gabriel García Márquez was born in 1927 near
Aracataca, Colombia. He is the author of One
Hundred Years of Solitude, Love in the Time
of Cholera, and Living to Tell the Tale, among
other works of ﬁction and non-ﬁction. He was
awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1982.
Mercedes-Benz
Paweł Huelle
Translated from the original Polish by
Antonia Lloyd-Jones
NOMINATED BY:
Wojewódzka i Miejska Biblioteka Publiczna
im Marszalka J.Pilsudskiego, Lódz, Poland
In the Polish City of Gdańsk, our narrator Paweł
tells of the driving lessons he took in the early
1990s, shortly after the end of communism.
As he struggles with the tiny Fiat’s gearbox,
causing chaos while stalled at the crossroads,
Pawel entertains his instructor Miss Ciwle
with stories of his grandparents before the
war and of his father in the 1970s, centred

website: www.impacdublinaward.ie

NOMINATED BY:
Stadt-und Universitätsbibliothek Bern,
Switzerland
“Last time you see someone and you don’t know
it will be the last time. And all that you know now,
if only you’d known then. But you didn’t know,
and now it’s too late”.
Nikki Eaton, single, thirty-one, sexually
liberated, and economically self-supporting,
has never particularly thought of herself as a
daughter. Yet, following the unexpected loss
of her mother, she undergoes a remarkable
transformation during a tumultuous year that
brings stunning horror, sorrow, illumination,
wisdom, and even – from an unexpected
source – a nurturing love.
Joyce Carol Oates has written novels, short
stories, plays and children books. In 2003
she received the Commonwealth Award
for Distinguished Service in Literature
and the Kenyon Review Award for Literary
Achievement.
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Moving Parts
Magdalena Tulli
Translated from the original Polish by
Bill Johnston
NOMINATED BY:
Wojewódzka i Miejska Biblioteka Publiczna
im Marszalka J.Pilsudskiego, Lódz, Poland
A feckless, comical narrator struggles
against all odds to tell a story for which he is
responsible, but which he neither controls
nor understands. His characters multiply,
repeat, and go astray; his employer is paying
no attention, asleep in a drunken stupor. The
increasingly desperate narrator clambers over
rooftops and through underground passages,
watching helplessly as his characters reappear
in diﬀerent times and settings and start rival
stories against his will.
This brilliant, wryly humorous work tells of the
sadness of the world and of the inadequate
means that language and storytelling oﬀer for
describing and understanding it.
Magdalena Tulli was born in 1955. Her ﬁrst
novel Dreams and Stones won Poland’s
Koscielski Foundation Prize in 1995. She lives
in Warsaw, where she works as a psychologist
and translator.
Never Let Me Go
Kazuo Ishiguro
NOMINATED BY:
Stadtbücherei Frankfurt-am-Main, Germany
Münchner Stadtbibliothek, Germany
Helsingin Kaupunginkirjasto, Finland
London’s Public Libraries, England
Birmingham Libraries, England
Veria Central Public Library, Greece
Edinburgh City Libraries & Information
Services, Scotland
Chicago Public Library, USA
Mestska Knihovna V Praze, Czech Republic
Toronto Public Library, Canada
Stadtbibliothek Bremen, Germany
Leipzig Stadtbibliothek, Germany
Free Library of Philadelphia, USA
Lincoln Library, Springﬁeld, USA
New Hampshire State Library, Concord, USA
Borgarbókasafn Reykjavíkur, Iceland
New York Public Library, USA
Waterford County Library, Ireland
Never Let Me Go tells the story of a group of
students growing up in a darkly skewered
version of contemporary England. Narrated
by Kathy, now 31, as she attempts to come to
terms with her childhood at the seemingly
idyllic Hailsham School, and with the fate that
has always awaited her and her closest friends
in the wider world.

A story of love, friendship and memory, Never
Let Me Go is charged throughout with a sense
of the fragility of life.
Kazuo Ishiguro was born in Nagasaki, Japan in
1954 and came to Britain at the age of ﬁve.
His books have been translated into twentyeight languages. He lives in London with his
wife and daughter.

Why do we fall in love with the people we do?
Why do we visit our mistakes on our children?
What makes life truly beautiful?

No Country for Old Men
Cormac McCarthy
NOMINATED BY:
Deichmanske Bibliotek, Oslo, Norway
Cleveland Public Library, USA
Lincoln City Libraries, USA
The Texas-Mexico border, the time is our own,
when rustlers have given way to drug-runners
and small towns have become free-ﬁre zones.
One day, a good old boy named Llewellyn
Moss ﬁnds a pickup truck surrounded by a
bodyguard of dead men. A load of heroin
and two million dollars in cash are still in the
back. When Moss takes the money, he sets oﬀ
a chain reaction of catastrophic violence that
not even the law – in the person of the aging,
disillusioned Sheriﬀ Bell – can contain.

Howard Belsey is an Englishman abroad, an
academic teaching in a small college town in
New England. Whilst he struggles to revive
his passion for his African-American wife Kiki,
his three teenage children are seeking loves,
ideals and commitments of their own.
Set in New England mainly, and London partly,
On Beauty concerns a pair of feuding families
and a clutch of doomed aﬀairs.
Zadie Smith was born in northwest London
in 1975, and continues to live in the area. She
received numerous awards for her ﬁrst novel
White Teeth, including the Guardian First Book
Award, the Whitbread Prize for a ﬁrst novel in
2000, and the James Tait Black Memorial Prize
for ﬁction 2000.
Out Stealing Horses

Cormac McCarthy is the author of nine
previous novels. Among his honors are the
National Book Award and the National Book
Critics Circle Award.
Odalisque
Fiona McIntosh
NOMINATED BY:
The State Library of South Australia,
Adelaide, Australia
In Percheron an old Zar dies and Boaz, the
15-year-old son of Herezah, his Absolute
Favourite, takes power. Ambitious and
scheming, Herezah arranges for her son’s
rivals to be disposed of with the help of the
loathsome Grand Master Salmeo, and oversees
the assembly of a new harem. One of its
number is Ana, who enters a world where she
wants for nothing... except her freedom.
Her attempt at escape sets in motion forces
beyond anyone’s control.

Per Petterson
Translated from the original Norwegian by
Anne Born

Fiona McIntosh was born and raised in Sussex
in the UK, but also spent early childhood years
in West Africa. She lives in Adelaide with her
husband and twin sons.

NOMINATED BY:
Deichmanske Bibliotek, Oslo, Norway
Sølvberget KF – Stavanger Bibliotek of
Kulturhus, Norway

On Beauty
Zadie Smith
NOMINATED BY:
The Free State Provincial Library Service,
Bloemfontein, South Africa
Stockholm Public Library, Sweden
Limerick City Library, Ireland
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Zentral-und Landesbibliothek Berlin,
Germany
Stadtbibliothek Bremen, Germany
Boston Public Library, USA
Richmond Public Library, USA
Lincoln City Libraries, USA

website: www.impacdublinaward.ie

In 1948, when he is ﬁfteen, Trond spends a
summer in the country with his father. An
early morning adventure out stealing horses
leaves him bruised and puzzled by his friend
Jon’s sudden breakdown. Behind this scene, he
will discover, lies a personal tragedy: the ﬁrst
incident in the gradual destruction of the two
boys families.
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As a 67-year-old man, and following the death
of his wife, Trond is now living an isolated
part of Norway when a chance encounter
brings the painful memories of that year
ﬂooding back.
Per Petterson was born in 1952. He has written
ﬁve novels including To Siberia and In The
Wake. He lives in Norway.
Pocketful of Names
Joe Coomer
NOMINATED BY:
Denver Public Library, USA
Inhabiting an island oﬀ the coast of Maine,
Hannah ﬁnds her life as a dedicated and
solitary artist rudely interrupted one summer
when a dog, matted with feathers and
seaweed, arrives with the tide. He is followed
by a teenager running from an abusive father;
a half sister in trouble, a family in need, and a
trapped whale.
Now in the midst of a community that
depends on her for support and love, Hannah
faces new emotional challenges, as a series of
family secrets are uncovered, each one more
alarming than the last.
Joe Coomer is the author of nine other novels
including Beachcombing for a Shipwrecked
God, A Flatland Fable and The Loop, which was
a New York Times Book of the Year. He lives in
Texas and Maine.

Praying Mantis
André Brink
NOMINATED BY:
Cape Town Central Library, South Africa
City of Johannesburg Library & Information
Services, South Africa
Growing up in the deep interior of the
southern African Cape, Cupido Cockroach
became the greatest drinker, liar, fornicator
and ﬁghter of his region. Coming under the
spell of a woman, and particularly under the
inﬂuence of Dr Johannes Theodorus van der
Kemp of the London Missionary Society, he
turns against his early beliefs and is received
into the church, where he rises to some
prominence and is appointed missionary in a
remote region in the North-western Cape.
But this marks his decline as the Society
abandons him to his fate.
In a heady mixture of comedy and tragedy,
Praying Mantis explores the historical ﬁgure of
Cupido Cockroach.
André Brink is the author of ﬁfteen novels in
English, including A Dry White Season, The
Rights of Desire and The Other Side of Silence.
He is Professor of English at the University of
Cape Town.
Queen Cocaine
Nuria Amat
Translated from the original Spanish by
Peter Bush

Pontius Pilate
Miro Gavran
Translated from the original Croatian by
Laura Gudim
NOMINATED BY:
Gradska Knjiznica Rijeka, Croatia
Knjižnica Otona Župancica,
Ljubljana, Slovenia
The third in the biblical trilogy, Pontius Pilate
relates the intriguing confessions of the man
who sentenced Christ to death. Following
Pilate’s life from his early youth up until ten
years after Christ’s cruciﬁxion, Gavran speaks
out on the moral and existential dilemmas
characteristic to people who lack any spiritual
points of reference.
Transforming the tale about the callous
governer into the story of a convert, Gavran
applies an unusual literary procedure to
conﬁrm the view that no single human being is
ever lost forever.

Saturday

NOMINATED BY:
Galway County Library, Ireland
Queen Cocaine takes place amid the violence
that rules everyday life in Colombia. In the
remote Paciﬁc Coast jungle, a region of
incessant rain that is ravaged by the drug
trade and by civil war, the army, the guerrillas,
and the drug traﬃckers spin a perilous web in
which the three main characters are caught:
Rat, a young Catalan woman who has recently
arrived in Colombia; Aida, a local visionary
who is adept at weaving spells, and Wilson, a
writer and journalist persecuted because of his
ideas and tormented by his own frustrations.
Nuria Amat was born in Barcelona, where
she now lives. She regularly contributes to
the Spanish press and is the author of novels,
stories, and essays.

Ian McEwan
NOMINATED BY:
Wojewódzka i Miejska Biblioteka Publiczna
im Marszalka, Lódz, Poland
Tampere City Library, Finland
Waterford County Library, Ireland
M.I. Rudomino State Library for Foreign
Literature, Moscow, Russia
San José Public Library, USA
Dunedin Public Libraries, New Zealand
Lincoln Library, Springﬁeld, USA
Veria Central Public Library, Greece
LeRoy Collins Leon County Public Library,
Tallahassee, USA
Münchner Stadtbibliothek, Munich, Germany
Gateshead Libraries & Arts, England
Sølvberget KF – Stavanger Bibliotek og
Kulturhus, Norway
Saturday, February 15, 2003. Henry Perowne is
a contented man – a successful neurosurgeon,
the devoted husband of Rosalind and proud
father of two grown-up children. Unusually,
he wakes before dawn, ﬁlled with a growing
unease. A fear that his city and his happy
family life are under threat.
Later, Perowne makes his way to his weekly
squash game through London streets ﬁlled
with hundreds of thousands of anti-war
protestors. A minor car accident brings him
into a confrontation with Baxter, a ﬁdgety,
aggressive, young man, on the edge
of violence.
Towards the end of a day rich in incident
and life’s pleasures, his family gathers for a
reunion. But with the sudden appearance of
Baxter, Perowne’s earlier fears seem about to
be realised.

Miro Gavran’s works have been translated
into twenty-two languages. They include
Forgotten Son, How We Broke Our Legs, Judith
and John the Baptist.

Ian McEwan is the author of nine novels,
including Amsterdam, for which he won the
Booker Prize in 1998, and Atonement.

website: www.impacdublinaward.ie
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Saving Fish from Drowning

Shalimar the Clown

Sky Bridge

Amy Tan

Salman Rushdie

Laura Pritchett

NOMINATED BY:
Dunedin Public Libraries, New Zealand

NOMINATED BY:
Zentral-und Landesbibliothek Berlin,
Germany

NOMINATED BY:
Jacksonville Public Library, USA

On an ill-fated art expedition into the southern
Shan state of Burma, eleven Americans leave
their resort for a tour, and disappear.
They ﬁnd themselves deep in the jungle,
where they encounter a tribe awaiting the
return of the leader and the mythical book
of wisdom that will protect them from the
ravages and destruction of the Myanmar
military regime.
Saving Fish from Drowning seduces the reader
with a façade of Buddhist illusions, magician’s
tricks, and light comedy, even as the absurd
and picaresque spiral into a gripping morality
tale about the consequences of intentions and
the shared responsibility that individuals must
accept for the actions of others.
Amy Tan is the author of novels including The
Joy Luck Club, The Kitchen God’s Wife and
The Bonesetter’s Daughter. She lives with her
husband in San Francisco and New York.

Max Ophuls’ memorable life ends violently in
Los Angeles in 1993 when he is murdered by
his Muslim driver Noman Sher Noman, also
known as Shalimar the Clown. At ﬁrst the crime
seems to be politically motivated – Ophuls was
previously ambassador to India, and later US
counterterrorism chief – but it is much more.
A powerful love story, intensely political and
historically informed, Shalimar the Clown is
also profoundly human, an involving story of
people’s lives, desires and crises. Rushdie’ s
narrative captures the heart of his reader and
the spirit of a troubled age.
Salman Rushdie is the author of eight
previous novels including Midnight’s Children
for which he won the Booker Prize, one
collection of short stories and ﬁve works of
non-ﬁction.
Silence of the Grave

Shadow Child
P.F. Thomése
Translated from the original Dutch by
Sam Garrett
NOMINATED BY:
The Association of Public Libraries,
The Hague, The Netherlands
Openbare Bibliotheek Eindhoven,
The Netherlands
Openbare Bibliotheek Amsterdam,
The Netherlands
Gemeentebibliotheek Rotterdam,
The Netherlands
Gemeentebibliotheek Utrecht,
The Netherlands
After the death of his little girl, P.F. Thomése
found himself in deathly silent rooms, among
words not yet experienced that he still had to
learn to write. ’If she still exists anywhere, then
it’s in language.’
Shadow Child is the moving story of this
search for words. It is a breath-taking tribute to
a deceased daughter, at once a declaration of
love, elegy and self-examination. An entire life
is turned upside down; it’s meaning has to
be reinvented.

Arnaldur Indriðason
Translated from the original Icelandic by
Bernard Scudder

Soon after the baby is born, Tess bolts
and Libby’s boyfriend abandons her. The
baby’s father shows up and announces he
wants custody. Her life spiraling downward,
Libby steals a six-pack and is ﬁred from the
supermarket.
In a deceptively straightforward way, Laura
Pritchett takes on the themes of our time.
Laura Pritchett is the author of Hell’s Bottom,
Colorado, a collection of short stories that won
the Milkweed National Fiction Prize and the
PEN/USA West Literary Award for Fiction.
She lives near Fort Collins, Colorado.
Slow Man

NOMINATED BY:
Public Library of Westman Islands,
Vestmannaeyjar, Iceland
Building work in an expanding Reykjavík
uncovers a shallow grave. Erlendur and his
team hope this is a typical Icelandic missing
person scenario; perhaps someone once lost in
the snow but things are rarely that simple.
Whilst Erlendur struggles to hold together the
crumbling fragments of his own family,
his case unearths many other tales of family
pain. Few people are still alive who can tell
the story, but even secrets taken to the grave
cannot remain hidden forever.
Arnaldur Indriðason was born in Iceland in
1961. He is best known for his crime novels
featuring Erlendur and Sigurdur Oli. The series
has won numerous awards, including the
Nordic Glass Key and the CWA Gold Dagger.

Pieter Fras Thomése won the AKO Literature
Prize for his debut Zuidland (Southland) in
1991. Shadow Child is his sixth book, and has
been translated into fourteen languages.
He lives in Haarlem, the Netherlands, with his
wife and son.
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Twenty-two-year-old Libby is a supermarket
clerk in a luckless town in the rural West.
Endlessly daydreaming, she sees herself
becoming an artist, moving out of her
mother’s house to have her own, learning
to play guitar. When her younger sister Tess
becomes pregnant, Libby convinces her not
to have an abortion by promising to raise the
child, a promise she never really imagines
she’ll have to keep.

J.M. Coetzee
NOMINATED BY:
Biblioteca Luis Angel Arango, Bogota,
Colombia
Cork City Libraries, Ireland
Paul Rayment is on the threshold of a
comfortable old age when a calamitous
cycling accident results in the amputation of
a leg. Humiliated, his body truncated, his life
circumscribed, he turns away from his friends.
He hires a nurse who tactfully and eﬃciently
ministers to his needs. But his feelings for her
are complicated by the sudden arrival on his
doorstep of the celebrated Australian novelist
Elizabeth Costello, who threatens to take over
the direction of his life and the aﬀairs of
his heart.
In this new book, Coetzee oﬀers a profound
meditation on what makes us human, on what
it means to grow older and reﬂect on how we
have lived our lives.
J.M. Coetzee was born in Cape Town in 1940.
He was the ﬁrst author to win the Booker Prize
twice and was awarded the Nobel Prize for
Literature in 2003.
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Snow White and Russian Red
Dorota Masłowska
Translated from the original Polish by
Benjamin Paloﬀ
Illustrated by Krzysztof Ostrowski
NOMINATED BY:
The Regional Library of Karviná,
Karviná-Mizerov, Czech Republic
A fresh and suprising portrait of marginalised,
fatalistic post-Communist youth, Snow
White and Russian Red is the story of Andrzej
“Nails” Robakoski and his unraveling after his
girlfriend Magda dumps him. A tracksuited
slacker, Nails spends most of his time doing
little more than searching for his next girl, next
line of speed, next proof for his conspiracy
theories about the Polish economy.
By turns poetic, hilarious, disturbing, and dirty,
Snow White and the Russian Red is a powerful
portrait of love, hopelessness, and political
burnout in today’s Eastern Europe.
Born in 1983, Dorota Masłowska is the
recipient of the prestigious Polityka Prize.
Her ﬁrst novel, Snow White and the Russian
Red has been sold in eleven languages. She
lives in Warsaw.
Surrender

and dangerous Finnigan is. Events begin to
spiral out of control, and it becomes clear that
only the most extreme of measures will rid
Gabriel of Finnigan for good.

The Almond Picker

Sonya Hartnett is the author of several novels.
Her work has been published internationally
with editions available in the UK, US, Canada,
Germany, Italy, Norway and Denmark. She lives
in Melbourne.
Sweetness in the Belly
Camilla Gibb
NOMINATED BY:
Ottawa Public Library, Canada
Toronto Public Library, Canada
Halifax Regional Library, Canada
In the racially charged world of Thatcher’s
London, Lilly, a white Muslim nurse, struggles
in a state of invisible exile. As Ethiopian
refugees gradually ﬁll the ﬂats of the housing
estate where she lives, Lilly tentatively begins
to share with them her longing for the home
she once had in that distant land and her heart
breaking search for her missing lover.
Gibb takes us on a journey back to Emperor
Haile Selassie’s Ethiopia, where Lilly, born in
the 1950s to British parents who embraced a
rootless and unconventional life, eventually
ﬁnds herself.
Camilla Gibb was born in London, England,
and grew up in Toronto. Sweetness in the Belly
is her third novel and was shortlisted for the
2005 Scotiabank Giller Prize.
The Accidental
Ali Smith
NOMINATED BY:
Glasgow Libraries, Information & Learning,
Scotland
Birmingham Libraries, England
Biblioteca Demonstrativa de Brasília, Brazil
Stedelijke Openbare Bibliotheek Gent,
Belgium
Limerick City Library, Ireland

Simonetta Agnello Hornby
Translated from the original Italian by
Alastair McEwan
NOMINATED BY:
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale Firenze,
Florence, Italy
In the village of Roccacolomba, Sicily, La
Mennulara “the woman who gathers almonds”
lies dead. For more than forty years she had
been at the heart of the Afallipe family, one
of the richest families in Roccacolomba, ﬁrst
as a humble maidservant and then rising to
manager of the family estates.
Now, at her death, the gossip among the
villagers is reaching fever pitch. How did La
Mennulara manage to amass such a large
fortune? Was she stealing from the Afallipe
family or trying to save them? Will her death
reveal her to be a monster or a saint?
Simonetta Agnello Hornby was born in
Palermo, Sicily, and lives in London.
The Almond Picker is her ﬁrst novel and has
been published in twelve languages.
The Ballad of Desmond Kale

Sonya Hartnett
NOMINATED BY:
The State Library of Victoria,
Melbourne, Australia
As life slips away, Gabriel looks back over his
brief twenty years that have been clouded
by frustration and humiliation. A small town
and distant parents ensure that he is never
allowed to forget the horriﬁc mistake he made
as a child. He has only two friends – his dog
Surrender, and the unruly wild boy Finnigan,
with whom he made a boyhood pact.
When a series of arson attacks grips the
town, Gabriel realises how unpredictable

The Smart family’s lacklustre holiday in
Norwich is turned upside down when a
beguiling stranger called Amber appears,
bringing with her love, joy, pain and upheaval.
The Smarts try to make sense of their
bewildering emotions as Amber tramples
over family boundaries and forces them to
think about their world and themselves in an
entirely new way.
The Accidental is at once a mysterious web of
secret identities and a ruthlessly honest look at
the silent cracks that can develop unnoticed in
relationships over time.
Ali Smith was born in Inverness in 1962 and
lives in Cambridge. She is the author of Free
Love, Like, Other Stories And Other Stories,
Hotel World, The Whole Story and Other
Stories.

website: www.impacdublinaward.ie

Roger McDonald
NOMINATED BY:
State Library of Queensland,
Brisbane, Australia
In the early 1800s, out of the prison society
of governors, redcoats, English gaolers, Irish
convicts, and the few free settlers of Botany
Bay, none had ventured much farther inland
than a few dozen miles from Sydney. Or so
it was believed, until the brazen escape of
Desmond Kale after the ﬁnal vengeance of his
rival, the wildly eccentric “ﬂogging parson”
magistrate Matthew Stanton.
Then from the backcountry comes rumour
in the form of a ballad. Disturbing proof that
somewhere beyond the colony line, Desmond
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Kale is thriving – “ a boast to the downhearted,
a bother to the secure” – and the ﬁnest wool in
the colony along with him.

Sølvberget KF - Stavanger Bibliotek og
Kulturhus, Norway
Consorci de Biblioteques de Barcelona, Spain

Based on real events, this is the compelling
story of a marriage, of love and duty, and the
quest for freedom in a pioneering age.

Roger McDonald is the author of seven novels
and two works of non-ﬁction. The Ballad of
Desmond Kale won the Miles Franklin Literary
Award in 2006.

Set against the backdrop of the contested US
election of 2000, The Brooklyn Follies tells
the story of Nathan and Tom, an uncle and
nephew double-act. One in remission from
lung cancer, divorced, and estranged from his
only daughter, the other hiding away from his
once-promising academic career, and life
in general.

Fiona Kidman was born in 1940. She has
published over twenty books, including
novels, poetry, non-ﬁction and a play. She was
created a Dame (DNZM) in 1998 in recognition
of her contribution to literature.

The Big Over Easy
Jasper Fforde

The Cigar Roller
Pablo Medina

NOMINATED BY:
Buchereien Wein, Vienna, Austria
It`s Easter in Reading – a bad time for eggs
– and no one can remember the last sunny
day. Humpty Dumpty, well-known nursery
favourite, large egg, ex-convict and former
millionaire philanthropist is found shattered
beneath a wall in a shabby area of town.
Following the pathologist`s careful
reconstruction of Humpty`s shell, Detective
Inspector Jack Spratt and his Sergeant Mary
Mary are soon grappling with a sinister plot
involving cross-border money laundering,
the illegal Bearnaise sauce market, corporate
politics and the cut and thrust world of
international Chiropody.
Jasper Fforde traded a varied career in the
ﬁlm industry for staring out of the window
and chewing the end of a pencil. He lives and
works in Wales and has a passion for aviation.
The Bright Forever

Having accidentally ended up in the same
Brooklyn neighbourhood, they discover a
community teeming with life and passion.
When Lucy, a little girl who refuses to speak,
comes into their lives, there is suddenly a
bridge from their pasts that oﬀers them the
possibility of redemption.
Paul Auster was born in Newark, New Jersey
in the United States in 1947. Brooklyn Follies
is his eleventh novel. He is married with two
children and lives in Brooklyn.

NOMINATED BY:
Pikes Peak Library District,
Colorado Springs, USA
Pablo Medina’s new novel is a radiant journey
through the mind of Amadeo Terra, a Cuban
cigar-factory worker lying helpless in a Florida
hospital after a massive stroke has left him
paralyzed. His body no longer works and he
has no means by which to communicate, but
his mind is very much alive, as is his ruthless
and audacious wit.

The Butterﬂy Man

NOMINATED BY:
The State Library of Tasmania,
Hobart, Australia

One day Nurse feeds him mango from a babyfood jar and the taste of it brings memories
of his life in Havana ﬂooding back to him.
Abandoned now, he is forced to confront
the long-buried facts of his previously
unexamined life.

On 7th November 1974, a young English
nanny named Sandra Rivett was murdered in
London’s West End. Her employer, Lord Lucan,
was named as her attacker. He has never been
seen since.

Pablo Medina came to the United States
from Cuba in 1960 at the age of twelve. He is
the author of a memoir, Exiled Memories; the
novels The Return of Felix Nogara and The
Marks of Birth; and several volumes of poetry.

Heather Rose

Lee Martin
NOMINATED BY:
Cleveland Public Library, USA
On an evening like any other, nine-year-old
Katie Mackey, daughter of the most aﬄuent
family in a small town on the plains of Indiana,
sets out on her bicycle to return some
library books.
This simple act is at the heart of The Bright
Forever, a suspenseful, deeply aﬀecting novel
about the choices people make that change
their lives forever. Keeping fact, speculation,
and contradiction playing oﬀ one another as
the details unfold, author Lee Martin creates
a fast-paced story that is as gripping as it is
richly human.

Henry Kennedy lives on a mountain on the
other side of the world. He is not who he says
he is. Is he a murderer or a man who can never
clear his name?
Set in Tasmania, Africa and London’s Belgravia,
The Butterﬂy Man is an absorbing novel about
transformation and deception, and the lengths
to which we will go to protect the ones
we love.
Heather Rose is a Tasmanian. She has three
children, a musician husband and a passion for
protecting Tasmania’s wildness. The Butterﬂy
Man is her second novel.
The Captive Wife
Fiona Kidman

Lee Martin has written four other novels,
Turning Bones, Quakertown, From Our House
and The Least You Need to Know. He lives
in Ohio.
The Brooklyn Follies
Paul Auster
NOMINATED BY:
Biblioteca Nazionale di Napoli, Italy
Biblioteca Nazionale di Napoli/Biblioteca
Nazionale “Vitt.Em.111” Napoli, Italy
Aarhaus Kommunes Biblioteker, Denmark
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NOMINATED BY:
Wellington City Libraries, New Zealand
When Betty Guard steps ashore in Sydney
in 1834, she meets with a heroine’s welcome.
Her survival during a four-month kidnapping
ordeal amongst Taranaki Maori and her violent
rescue is hailed as nothing short of a miracle.
But questions slowly surface within the élite
governing circles of the raw new town of
Sydney about what really happened, as
Betty’s life amongst the tribe comes under
intense scrutiny.

website: www.impacdublinaward.ie

The Dream Life of Sukhanov
Olga Grushin
NOMINATED BY:
Boston Public Library, USA
At ﬁfty-six, Anatoly Sukhanov has everything a
man could want. Nearly twenty-ﬁve years ago,
he traded his precarious existence as a brilliant
underground artist for the perks and comforts
of a high-ranking Soviet apparatchik. Once he
created art; now he censors it.
But a series of increasingly bizarre events
transforms his perfect world into a nightmare.
Buried dreams return to haunt him, new
political alignments threaten to undo him, his
life begins to unravel, and little by little, he
ﬁnds himself losing everything he sold his soul
to gain.
Olga Grushin was born in Moscow in 1971. She
became an American citizen in 2002 and lives
in Washington. The Dream Life of Sukhanov is
her ﬁrst novel.
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The Fossil Pits
Tim Corballis
NOMINATED BY:
Wellington City Libraries, New Zealand

The Geographer’s Library entwines his
contemporary reporting with a chain of
ancient stories-within-the-story, tracking
the last time each of the geographer’s tools
changed hands – some bought, some stolen,
some killed for.

The story of Walter Mantell’s 1848 journey
down the east coast of the South Island, to
set aside reserves for Ngai Tahu within a large
block purchased by the government, is told
in counterpoint with a modern woman’s very
diﬀerent story of violence on a South
Island farm.

Jon Fasman was born in Chicago in 1975 and
grew up in Washington, D.C. He was educated
at Brown and Oxford universities and has
worked as a journalist in Washington, D.C.,
New York, Oxford, and Moscow.

This absorbing novel about diﬀerent ways of
seeing the land, and about the deals we make
with each other in politics and in love, is ﬁnely
observed and evocative.

Pierre Péju
Translated from the original French by
Ina Rilke

Tim Corballis was born in Montreal, Canada in
1971, and has been living in New Zealand since
1977. He has written two other novels Below
and Measurment.
The Garden Book
Brian Castro
NOMINATED BY:
National Library of Australia, Canberra
Set in the Dandenong Ranges in the years
between the Depression and the Second
World War, the story revolves around Swan
Hay, born Shuang He, daughter of a country
schoolteacher, her marriage to the passionate
and brutal Darcy Damon, and her love aﬀair
with the aviator and architect Jasper Zenlin.
The Garden Book is about loneliness,
addiction, exploitation; it is about the
precarious nature of Australian lives, when
gripped by fear and racial prejudice. Yet
underlying the story, there is the assured
beat of Castro’s prose, evoking an ideal world
beyond these fears, full of richness and power.

The Girl from the Chartreuse

NOMINATED BY:
Dublin City Public Libraries, Ireland
One wet afternoon, Étienne Vollard, driving
a vanload of books to his shop, knocks down
a little girl, Éva. Haunted by guilt, Vollard
visits Éva in hospital and reads stories to her
while she lies in a coma. He also meets Éva’s
mother, Thérèse, a struggling single parent
whose dream is to be faraway, alone. When
Éva awakes, the three of them are immediately
aware that their lives are forever altered.
Pierre Péju’s profound and moving novel is
about life, childhood, loneliness and learning
to accept and understand our diﬀerences.
Pierre Peju writer, philosopher and director
of studies at the International College of
Philosophy, is the author of four books.
The Girl from the Chartreuse was awarded
a number of prizes in France including the
prestigious Prix du Livre Inter.
The Harmony Silk Factory

Brian Castro lives in the Dandenong Ranges
near Melbourne. His previous novel, Shanghai
Dancing won both the NSW and Victorian
Premier’s Awards for Fiction.

In 1940, with the Japanese about to invade
Malaysia, Johnny and Snow embark on
their honeymoon to the mysterious Seven
Maiden islands, accompanied by a mercurial
Japanese professor and Peter Wormwood,
an Englishman adrift. Many years later,
Wormwood looks back on this deﬁning
journey, while Snow’s son goes in search of the
truth of his mother and the infamous Chinese
man she married.
Set against the backdrop of a country in crisis,
Tash Aw’s ﬁrst novel is the story of a haunting
episode in the history of a family.
Tash Aw is Malaysian by birth but now lives in
London. The Harmony Silk Factory is his ﬁrst
novel and was the winner of the Whitbread
First Novel Award 2005.
The Historian
Elizabeth Kostova
NOMINATED BY:
Liverpool Libraries & Information Services,
England
Richmond Public Library, USA
Gradska Knjiznica Rijeka, Croatia
Cape Town Central Library, South Africa
Edinburgh City Libraries & Information
Services, Scotland
Exploring her father’s library, a young woman
ﬁnds an ancient book and a cache of yellowing
letters. The letters are all addressed to “My
dear and unfortunate successor,” They plunge
her into a world she never dreamed of – a
labyrinth where the secrets of her father’s past
and her mother’s mysterious fate connect to
an inconceivable evil hidden in the depths
of history.
The letters provide links to one of the darkest
powers that humanity has ever known – and
to a centuries-long quest to ﬁnd the source of
that darkness and wipe it out. It is a quest for
the truth about Vlad the Impaler, the medieval
ruler whose barbarous reign formed the basis
of the legend of Dracula.
Elizabeth Kostova graduated from Yale and
holds an MFA from the University of Michigan,
where she won the Hopwood Award for the
Novel-in-Progress.

The Geographer’s Library
Jon Fasman
NOMINATED BY:
Pikes Peak Library District,
Colorado Springs, USA
When a twelfth-century Sicilian cat burglar
snatches a sack of artifacts from the king’s
geographer’s library, the tools and talismans
of transmutation – and eternal life – are soon
scattered all over the world. Nine hundred
years later, a young Connecticut reporter
ﬁnds evidence that someone is collecting
them again.
In the process of investigating the suspicious
death of a local professor, Paul Tomm ﬁnds the
dead man’s heavily fortiﬁed oﬃce stuﬀed with
books on alchemy.

Tash Aw
NOMINATED BY:
The National Library of Malaysia, Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia

website: www.impacdublinaward.ie
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The History of Love
Nicole Krauss
NOMINATED BY:
San José Public Library, USA
Stadt-und Universitätsbibliothek Bern,
Switzerland
Stadbüchereien Düsseldorf, Germany
Free Library of Philadelphia, USA
Stadbücherei Frankfurt-am-Main, Germany
Miami-Dade Public Library System, USA
Biblioteca Nazionale di Napoli, Italy
San Francisco Public Library, USA
A lost book reappears, drawing together
the lives of the irrepressible Leo Gursky who
has arrived at the end of his life, a locksmith
searching for the son who’s never known him,
and young Alma Singer, desperate to ﬁnd
her namesake and a cure for her mother’s
loneliness.
Gradually their stories merge into a single
triumph of the imagination over loss.
Nicole Krauss is the author of the novel Man
Walks into a Room. Her work has appeared
most recently in The New Yorker. She lives in
Brooklyn, New York.
The Hummingbird’s Daughter
Luis Alberto Urrea
NOMINATED BY:
San José Public Library, USA
San Francisco Public Library, USA
Teresita is not an ordinary girl. Born of an
illiterate, poor Indian mother, she knows little
about her past or her future. She has no idea
that her father is Don Tomas Urrea, the wild
and rich owner of a vast ranch in the Mexican
state of Sinaloa. She has no idea that Huila, the
elderly healer who takes Teresita under her
wing, knows secrets about her destiny. And
she has no idea that soon all of Mexico will rise
in revolution, crying out her name.
Luis Alberto Urrea has written novels, nonﬁction and poetry. He and his family live
outside Chicago.
The Icarus Girl
Helen Oyeyemi
NOMINATED BY:
Edinburgh City Libraries & Information
Services, Scotland
Stockholm Public Library, Sweden
Jessamy Harrison is eight years old. Sensitive,
whimsical, possessed of an extraordinary
and powerful imagination, she spends hours
writing haikus, reading Shakespeare, or
simply hiding in the dark warmth of the airing
cupboard. As the half-and-half child of an
English father and a Nigerian mother, Jess
just can’t shake the feeling of being alone
wherever she goes.
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Then one day, she encounters Titiola, a ragged
little girl her own age. But as Tilly shows Jess
just how easy it is to hurt those around her,
Jess begins to realise that she doesn’t know
who Tilly is at all.
Helen Oyeyemi was born in Nigeria in 1984
and moved to London when she was four. She
wrote her ﬁrst novel, The Icarus Girl while she
was still at school studying for her A levels.
The Kreutzer Sonata
Margriet de Moor
Translated from the original Dutch by
Susan Massotty
NOMINATED BY:
Gemeentebibliotheek Utrecht,
The Netherlands
Gemeentebibliotheek Rotterdam,
The Netherlands
The Association of Public Libraries,
The Hague, The Netherlands
Openbare Bibliotheek Eindhoven,
The Netherlands
Openbare Bibliotheek Amsterdam,
The Netherlands
The unnamed narrator of this subtly
constructed novel, a young musicologist,
befriends a well-known music critic, Marius
van Vlooten, who is blind. Through a series
of conversations between Marius and the
narrator, we learn the truth about Marius’s
blindness, the result of a suicide attempt
when, as a young student, he found his love
for a woman unrequited.
Now, years later, Marius is married to Suzanna,
but strongly suspects she has a lover and
becomes insanely jealous. His suspicions and
his past draw him – and the reader – into a
dramatic and tense Hitchock-like vertigo,
where tragedy plays itself out.

But even in isolation, he has a profound
inﬂuence on the people around him.
Karen Connelly lived for many years in Burma
and Thailand. She won the Governor General’s
Award for Non-Fiction for Touch the Dragon:
A Thai Journal, Travel Book of the Year 2002.
The Lizard Cage is her ﬁrst novel.
The March
E.L. Doctorow
NOMINATED BY:
State Library of Queensland,
Brisbane, Australia
Public Library of Cincinnati & Hamilton
County, USA
Helsingin Kaupunginkirjasto, Finland
In 1864, Union General William Tecumseh
Sherman marched his sixty thousand troops
through Georgia to the sea, and then up into
the Carolinas. The army fought oﬀ Confederate
forces, demolished cities, and accumulated a
borne-along population of freed blacks and
white refugees until all that remained was the
dangerous transient life of the dispossessed
and the triumphant.
In E. L. Doctorow’s hands the great march
becomes a ﬂoating world, a nomadic
consciousness, and an unforgettable reading
experience with awesome relevance to our
own times.
E. L. Doctorow’s work has been published in
thirty languages. His novels include Welcome
to Hard Times, The Book of Daniel, Ragtime,
Loon Lake, Lives of the Poets, World’s Fair, Billy
Bathgate, and The Waterworks. He lives and
works in New York.
The Marsh Birds
Eva Sallis

Born in 1941, Margriet de Moor started her
career as a musician. She is the author of eight
novels, all of which have been international
best sellers. She currently lives in a small
village outside Amsterdam.
The Lizard Cage
Karen Connelly
NOMINATED BY:
Edmonton Public Library, Canada
Calgary Public Library, Canada
Inside his solitary conﬁnement cell, Teza, who
once electriﬁed the people of Burma with
his protest songs against the dictatorship,
now applies his acute intelligence and
Buddhist patience to ﬁnding meaning in the
interminable days. Arrested by the Burmese
secret police, cut oﬀ from his family for the ﬁrst
seven years of a twenty-year sentence,
Teza painstakingly unrolls the newspaper
ﬁlters of his rationed cheroots to seek news of
the outside world.

website: www.impacdublinaward.ie

NOMINATED BY:
State Library of South Australia, Adelaide
Dhurgham As-Samarra’i is a twelve-year-old
boy, the youngest child in a middle-class
Baghdadi family. He ﬁnds himself at the Great
Mosque in Damascus in Syria, not knowing
what has happened to his parents and sister
who ﬂed Baghdad with him. The only thing
he knows is that he was told that if the family
became separated they were to meet at the
Mosque. Alone, he waits and waits.
This is the story of what befalls Dhurgham
after he realises his family won’t be turning up.
A searingly honest story about separation,
journeys and unbearable injustice.
Eva Sallis was born in Bendigo. She won The
Australian/Vogel Literary Award in 1997 for her
ﬁrst novel, Hiam. She has written three other
novels, The City of Sealions, Mahjar and
Fire Fire.
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The Mermaid Chair
Sue Monk Kidd
NOMINATED BY:
Edmonton Public Library, Canada

A graduate from the University of Canterbury
in Christchurch, and Victoria University in
Wellington, New Zealand, Carl Shuker has
lived in Tokyo oﬀ and on since 1999. The
Method Actors is his ﬁrst novel.

The Painted Drum
Louise Erdich
NOMINATED BY:
Minneapolis Public Library, USA

The Middle Sister
Inside the abbey of a Benedictine monastery
on tiny Egret Island, just oﬀ the coast of South
Carolina, resides a beautiful and mysterious
chair ornately carved with mermaids and
dedicated to a saint who, legend claims, was a
mermaid before her conversion.
Called home to cope with her mother’s
startling and enigmatic act of violence, Jessie
ﬁnds herself relieved to be apart from her
husband, Hugh. Jessie loves Hugh, but on
Egret Island – amid the gorgeous marshlands
and tidal creeks – she becomes drawn to
Brother Thomas, a monk mere months from
taking his ﬁnal vows.
Sue Monk Kidd’s ﬁrst novel The Secret Life
of Bees, sold more than 4 million copies. The
Mermaid Chair was the winner of the 2005
Quill Award for general ﬁction. She lives near
Charleston, South Carolina, with her husband.
The Method Actors

Bonnie J. Glover
NOMINATED BY:
Jafet Library – The American University of
Beirut, Lebanon
Pamela is a quiet, thoughtful girl with a huge
hole in her life – the space her father used
to ﬁll before her mother kicked him out.
Occasionally, Pamela conjures up Kwai Chang,
David Carradine’s character, from the Western
action series Kung Fu, to give her spiritual
guidance and advice she would normally turn
to her parents for. But with her father gone,
and her mother fallen into a pit of confusion
and mental disarray, it is up to Pamela and her
sisters, to run the household.
In this powerful literary debut, vividly set
in the 1970s, Bonnie Glover has written a
marvelous story about a young black woman
struggling to deﬁne her identity and make her
family whole.

While appraising the estate of a New
Hampshire family descended from a North
Dakota Indian agent, Faye Travers is startled
to discover a rare moose skin and cedar drum
fashioned long ago by an Ojibwe artisan.
And so begins an illuminating journey both
backward and forward in time, following the
strange passage of a powerful yet delicate
instrument, and revealing the extraordinary
lives it has touched and deﬁned.
Compelling and unforgettable, Louise Erdrich’s
Painted Drum explores the often-fraught
relationship between mothers and daughters,
the strength of family, and the intricate
rhythms of grief.
Louise Erdrich is the author of eleven novels,
volumes of poetry, children’s books, and a
memoir of early motherhood. She lives in
Minnesota with her daughters and is the
owner of Birchbark Books, a small independent
bookstore.
The Penelopiad

Bonnie J. Glover was born in Florence,
Alabama, but grew up in the mean streets of
Brooklyn’s East New York, where The Middle
Sister is set. She lives in Florida, with her
husband, Craig, and two sons, Matt and Ben.
The Nightingale Papers
David Nokes
NOMINATED BY:
M.I. Rudomino State Library for Foreign
Literature, Moscow, Russia

Carl Shuker
NOMINATED BY:
Auckland City Libraries, New Zealand
The Method Actors traces the disappearance
of a young, gifted military historian named
Michael Edwards from his desk in Tokyo and
his sister Meredith’s return to the city in search
of him. Michael’s research into international
war crimes trials will take his sister through
four hundred years of history, myth and
propaganda, love and inﬁdelity, religious
transport and hallucination.

World experts on Madoc, one of the greatest
eighteenth-century poets, are gathering
for a celebratory conference in Mid-Wales,
in a solitary building run by a religious sect
advocating chastity and purity of mind.
It is a world populated by shady, repressed and
unscrupulous academics, whose only means of
salvation appears to be through the discovery
of an unknown page from the life and works
of a dead writer; but when a whole new canto
from Madoc’s masterpiece appears out of the
blue and is presented at the conference – the
heat is on.

Margaret Atwood
NOMINATED BY:
Tampere City Library, Finland
Left alone for twenty years when Odysseus
goes oﬀ to ﬁght in the Trojan war after the
abduction of Helen, Penelope manages, in the
face of scandalous rumours, to maintain the
kingdom of Ithaca, bring up her wayward son,
and keep over a hundred suitors at bay. When
Odysseus ﬁnally comes home, he kills her
suitors and – curiously – twelve of her maids.
In a splendid contemporary twist to the
ancient story, Margaret Atwood has chosen to
give the telling of it to Penelope. With wit and
verve, she gives Penelope new life and reality
– and sets out to provide an answer to an
ancient mystery.
Born in Ottawa in 1939, Margaret Atwood
is the author of more than thirty-ﬁve
internationally acclaimed works of ﬁction,
poetry and critical essays. She lives in Toronto
with writer Graeme Gibson.

David Nokes won the James Tait Black
Memorial Prize for Biography for his biography
of Jonathan Swift, A Hypocrite Reversed, and is
now working on a new biography of
Dr Johnson.

The Method Actors is a dense and multi-level
narrative that questions the moral framework
of our modern world.

website: www.impacdublinaward.ie
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The People’s Act of Love

The Quick Sands

James Meek

Jude Njoku

NOMINATED BY:
Belfast Education & Library Board,
Northern Ireland
Kansas City Public Library, USA
Aberdeen Library & Information Services,
Scotland
The Provincial Information & Library
Resources Board, Gander, Canada

NOMINATED BY:
Benue State Library Board, Makurdi, Nigeria

Massachusetts Book Award for Best Work of
Fiction. He lives in Arlington, Massachusetts.
The Sea

In a university town in 1910, two students,
boy and girl, embrace the revolution and one
another. He is unable to prevent her from
attempting to throw a bomb; she is caught,
and exiled to Siberia. Nine years later a remote
Siberian village is home to a deranged Czech
commander and his troops, men dispirited by
a war that has stretched on for too long and
horrors in their background they keep trying
to forget.
This story is an epic drama of desire and
sacriﬁce, full of hot blood and magnetic
characters, played out against one of the most
remote landscapes on earth.
James Meek, born in London in 1962, is an
award-winning journalist. He lived in the
former Soviet Union from 1991 to 1999.
He has published novels and collections of
short-stories.
The Possibility of an Island
Michel Houellebecq
Translated from the original French by
Gavin Bowd
NOMINATED BY:
Münchner Stadtbibliothek, Munich, Germany

The Quick Sands is a captivating story of
deﬂowered innocence set against a racy
backround of an involved or complex web
of love intrigue, civil war and ritual murder.
The chief character, Oguaa, is an original
type of the rustic village girl who runs and
gets entangled in the dazzling but confusing
network of city life.
The Quick Sands is a moral tale that speaks
about the agonies of existence.
A psychological thriller that touches the heart
as well as the head.
Jude Njoku was born in Nigeria. He has written
a number of books including The State of Man.
The Republic of Trees
Sam Taylor
NOMINATED BY:
Hoofdstedelijke Openbare Bibliotheek,
Brussels, Belgium
The Republic of Trees begins like a fairy tale:
one summer in the French countryside, four
children run away to the forest. At ﬁrst, as in
a dream, time melts away, and their wildest
desires are fulﬁlled. Michael climbs trees;
Alex goes hunting; Louis plans a revolution;
and Isobel and Michael fall in love. But the
sudden arrival of Joy casts a shadow over
their utopia, and as the heat of the summer
rises, The Republic of Trees powers towards a
nightmarish and unforgettable climax.

“The Daniel of today, and his descendant of
tomorrow, each in their own way resists the
limitations of their existence. In the course of
their separate attempts to escape, they will both
discover the price of immortality”.

Sam Taylor was born in 1970 and is the former
pop culture correspondent for the Observer. He
lives in France with his young family.

Houellebecq’s novel, which moves between
Paris, Andalucia and Lanzarotte, and between
the near and far-distant future, is a thought
provoking, sometimes shocking, and
ultimately moving examination of the modern
world, the trials of old age and the death of
love. Written with the ferocity and candour
that has characterised all his work.

Christopher Castellani

Michel Houellebecq lives in County Cork,
Ireland. He is the bestselling author of
Atomised, Platform, Lanzarote and Whatever.
He is also a poet, essayist and rap artist.

The Saint of Lost Things

NOMINATED BY:
Katona József County Library,
Kecskemét, Hungary
It is 1953 in the tight-knit Italian neighborhood
in Wilmington, Delaware. Maddalena Grasso
has lost her country, her family, and the
man she loved, by coming to America. Her
mercurial husband, Antonio, has lost his
opportunity to realize the American Dream;
their new friend, Guilio Fabbri, a shy accordion
player, has lost his beloved parents.
In the shadow of St. Anthony’s Church, named
for the patron saint of lost things, the prayers
of these troubled but determined people are
heard, and fate and circumstances conspire to
answer them in unforeseeable ways.
Christopher Castellani is the author of
A Kiss from Maddalena, which won the
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John Banville
Nominated by :
Milwaukee Public Library, USA
Regional Library of Karviná,
Karviná-Mizerov, Czech Republic
Dublin City Public Libraries, Ireland
Houston Public Library, USA
Cork City Libraries, Ireland
Katona József County Library,
Kecskemét, Hungary
Mestska Knihovna V Praze, Czech Republic
Stedelijke Openbare Bibliotheek Gent,
Belgium
When art historian Max Morden returns to
the seaside village where he once spent a
childhood holiday, he is both escaping from a
recent loss and confronting a distant trauma.
The Grace family had appeared that long-ago
summer as if from another world. Mr and Mrs
Grace, with their worldly ease and candour,
were unlike any adults he had met before.
But it was his contemporaries, the Grace twins
Myles and Chloe, who most fascinated Max.
He grew to know them intricately, even
intimately, and what ensued would haunt him
for the rest of his years and shape everything
that was to follow.
John Banville was born in Wexford, Ireland, in
1945. He has received awards for many of his
novels, including the 2005 Man Booker prize
for The Sea. He lives in Dublin.
The Search for Sana
Richard Zimler
NOMINATED BY:
Biblioteca Municipal Central de Lisboa,
Portugal
Biblioteca Pública Municipal do Porto,
Portugal
In 2000, Richard Zimler met a talented Brazilian
dancer. The tragic step she takes the next day
launches him into an obsessive investigation
of her past. He discovers a childhood in
1950s Israel, a time of peaceful tolerance
between Arabs and Jews. There, two girls, one
Palestinian, one Israeli, forge a lifelong bond
of sisterhood.
Zimler’s quest uncovers the story of this
friendship, even as it leads him into a web
of illusion, cruelty and deceit, and ﬁnally to
11 September 2001, when the tragedy he
witnessed a year earlier is set in the starkest of
political contexts.
Richard Zimler was born in New York. He is the
author of ﬁve novels including Unholy Ghosts
the Angelic Darkness and The Last Kabbalist of
Lisbon. He lives in the north of Portugal.
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The Secret River

French, who he is drawn to by the faith she
maintains despite her debilitating condition.

The Ten Incarnations of Adam Avatar
Kevin Baldeosingh

Peter Hobbs’ debut novel recreates a world
on the brink of change and a character at the
edge of crisis.
Peter Hobbs grew up in Cornwall and
Yorkshire, and lives in London. The Short Day
Dying was shortlisted for the 2005 Whitbread
First Novel Award.
The Spruiker’s Tale
Catherine Rey
Translated from the original French by
Andrew Riemer
NOMINATED BY:
Bibliothèque Municipale de Lyon, France

Kate Grenville
NOMINATED BY:
National Library of Australia, Canberra
State Library of Tasmania, Hobart, Australia
State Library of New South Wales,
Sydney, Australia
Katona József County Library,
Kecskemét, Hungary
In 1806 William Thornhill, is transported from
the slums of London to New South Wales for
the term of his natural life. With his wife Sal
and their children he arrives in a harsh land he
cannot understand. Eight years later he sails
up the Hawkesbury to claim a hundred acres
for himself.
Aboriginal people already live on that river,
and other recent arrivals are ﬁnding their own
ways to respond to them.
Inspired by research into her own family
history, Kate Grenville vividly creates the
reality of settler life, its longings, dangers
and dilemmas.
Kate Grenville’s novels have been popularly
and critically acclaimed. The Secret River has
won the 2006 Commonwealth Writers’ Prize,
the Christina Stead Prize for Fiction and Book
of the Year at the Australian Book Industry
Awards 2006. Kate lives in Sydney.
The Short Day Dying
Peter Hobbs
NOMINATED BY:
Bergen Oﬀentlige Bibliotek, Norway
Charles Wenmoth is a young blacksmith and
Methodist lay-preacher in the furthest, wildest
reaches of southwest England.
He burns with faith, but it is a faith balanced
by an instinctive agnosticism: a pleasure in
nature and the reality of the world around him.
His only distraction is a local blind girl, Harriet

In a run-down shack in a godforsaken town
on the edge of the Gibson Desert an old circus
family has come to rest. Tarcisius the 100
year-old father, once ringmaster of the Queen
Pigmy Circus, lies dying on the verandah. The
vindictive matriarch Magnolita Rosaria, rules
their three sons.
With this baroque tale of family cruelty and
revenge, bred in the circus ring, and told by a
one-eyed spruiker with a parrot perched on his
head, Catherine Rey appears on the Australian
scene fully formed as an author, with a voice
that is rich, extravagant, dark, and compelling
in its intensity.
Catherine Rey was born and brought up in
France. She has written six novels including
The Spruiker’s Tale, which was published in
Paris in 2003 under the title Ce que
racontait Jones
The Successor
Ismail Kadare
Translated from the original Albanian by
David Bellos
NOMINATED BY:
Gateshead Libraries and Arts, England
A powerful political novel based on the
sudden, mysterious death of the man who
had been handpicked to succeed the hated
Albanian dictator Enver Hoxha.
The Successor is simultaneously a mystery
novel, a historical novel – based on actual
events and buttressed by the author’s private
conversations with the son of the real-life
Mehmet Shehu; and a psychological novel
(How do you live when nothing is sure?).
Vintage Kadare, The Successor seamlessly
blends dream and reality, legendary past, and
contemporary history.
Ismail Kadare, Albanian poet and novelist,
was the winner of the ﬁrst Man Booker
International Prize in 2005. His works include
The Pyramid, The File on H., The Three Arched
Bridge and Elegy for Kosovo.
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NOMINATED BY:
The National & Information System
Authority, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad & Tobago
‘Tell me if I am mad,’ Adam Avatar, a copperskinned man with startling green eyes, asks
Dr. Surendra Sankar, a psychiatrist in Trinidad.
Adam believes he is nearly ﬁve hundred years
old and has gone through nine previous
incarnations. Understandly the doctor reaches
for his pad. But when Avatar’s narratives of the
experiences of his past selves are revealed to
have an authenticity that cannot be explained
away, Dr Sankar’s perplexity grows.
The Ten Incarnations of Adam Avatar is an epic
account of the New World experience and a
provocative enquiry into the nature of history
and what it means to be a Caribbean person.
Kevin Baldeosingh was born in 1963 in
Trinidad. He is a novelist and newspaper
columnist. He writes two weekly newspaper
columns: a satirical column in the Weekend
Independent and a slightly sarcastic one for the
Trinidad Express.
The Time in Between
David Bergen
NOMINATED BY:
Winnipeg Public Library, USA
In search of love, absolution, or forgiveness,
Charles Boatman leaves the Fraser Valley of
British Columbia and returns mysteriously to
Vietnam, the country where he fought twentynine years earlier as a young, reluctant soldier.
But his new encounters seem irreconcilable
with his memories. When he disappears, his
daughter Ada, and her brother Jon, travel to
Vietnam, to search for him.
Moving between father and daughter, the
present and the past, The Time in Between is
a luminous, unforgettable novel about one
family, two cultures, and a profound emotional
journey in search of elusive answers.
David Bergen is the author of four highly
acclaimed novels: A Year of Lesser, See the
Child, The Case of Lena S., and most recently,
The Time in Between, winner of the Scotiabank
Giller Prize. He lives in Winnipeg.
The Waiting Time
Sara Banerji
NOMINATED BY:
Gateshead Libraries & Arts, England
Julia has given up on love in her middle age
but is searching for a vanished brother and
a lost identity. In doing so, she collides with
Kitty, a woman of a diﬀerent age, life-style
and aspirations. The proof of Julia’s identity
lies somewhere under Kitty’s home. The literal
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digging up of the past changes life for both
of them, though what they eventually ﬁnd is
very diﬀerent to their expectations. Ahead are
surprises, conﬂict, terror, disappointment, love
– and unexpected happiness.
Sara Banerji has published eight novels. Her
ﬁrst book was long listed to the Man Booker
Prize. Shining Hero won an Arts Council of
England Award.
The Whale Caller

The Wreckage
Michael Crummey
NOMINATED BY:
Ottawa Public Library, Canada
At the onset of the Second World War, Wish
Furey travels the coast of Newfoundland,
screening Hollywood ﬁlms in churches and
ﬁshermen’s halls. He begins an intense aﬀair
with Sadie Parsons, a recklessly independent
sisteen year old. Driven from the cove by
the disapproval of locals and the ruthless
prejudice of Satie’s mother, Wish enlists in the
British army. Turning her back on her family
and community, Sadie settles into wartime St.
John’s to wait for him, until word reaches her
that he is dead.

heiress, who then takes the guerrilla name
‘Tania’ and shocks the world by choosing to
remain with her former captors. Has she been
brainwashed? Why else would such a nice girl
disavow her loving parents, her adoring ﬁancé,
her comfortable home?
Soon most of the SLA are dead, killed in a
suicidal confrontation with police, forcing
Tania and her two remaining comrades into
hiding, where they will remain for the next
sixteen months.
Christopher Sorrentino is the author of one
previous novel, Sound on Sound. He lives
in Brooklyn.
Truth and Consequences
Alison Lurie

Fifty years later, Sadie returns to
Newfoundland to face the past – a past
that will come to meet her in a way she
never imagined.
Born and raised in Newfoundland, Michael
Crummey has written poetry, short stories and
novels. He lives in St. John’s, Newfoundland.
Three Day Road

NOMINATED BY:
Kansas City Public Library, USA
An energetic and attractive forty, Jane
Mackenzie is the administrative director at
Corinth University’s Center for the Humanities.
Unfortunately, her formerly healthy and
athletic husband Alan, has suﬀered a
debilitating back injury and is becoming more
and more dependent on Jane.

Joseph Boyden

Zakes Mda
NOMINATED BY:
Tschwane Library & Information Service,
Pretoria, South Africa
City of Johannesburg Library & Information
Services, South Africa
The Whale Caller, in tattered tuxedo, spends
his days on the cliﬀs of the small coastal town
of Hermanus blowing his kelp horn to the
whales that visit in the summer months. In
particular, he blows for Sharisha, a southern
right whale who always responds to his
call. Then Saluni enters his life. Saluni – the
feisty village drunk, a passionate but selfdestructive woman who frequents the taverns
and consorts with passing sailors. She cannot
understand nor tolerate his ﬁxation with the
whales, and as the relationship between her
and the Whale Caller grows, she ﬁnds herself
vying for his attention.
Zakes Mda (full names Zanemvula Kizito
Gatyeni Mda) is a South African writer,
painter, composer and ﬁlmaker. He commutes
between South Africa and the United States
of America.

NOMINATED BY:
Edmonton Public Library, Canada
Ottawa Public Library, Canada
Vancouver Public Library, Canada
Calgary Public Library, Canada
Toronto Public Library, Canada
Winnipeg Public Library, Canada
It is 1919, and Niska, the last Oji-Cree medicine
woman to live oﬀ the land, has received word
that one of the two boys she grudgingly saw
oﬀ to war has returned. She leaves her home in
the bush of Northern Ontario to retrieve him.
Gravely wounded and addicted to the army’s
morphine, he son hovers somewhere between
the living world and that of the dead.
As Niska paddles him the three days home, she
realizes that all she can oﬀer in her attempt to
keep him alive is her words, the stories of her
life. In turn, Xavier relates the horrifying years
of war in Europe.
Joseph Boyden is a Canadian of Irish, Scottish
and Métis roots. He is the author of Born with
a Tooth, a collection of stories that was shortlisted for the Upper Canada Writer’s
Craft Award.
Trance
Christopher Sorrentino
NOMINATED BY:
Sierra Leone Library Board, Freetown
Sierra Leone
In 1974, a tiny band of self-styled urban
guerrillas, calling itself the Symbionese
Liberation Army, abducts a newspaper
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But with the arrival of Delia Delaney, a preRaphaelite beauty, bestselling writer, and the
newest celebrity at the centre, Alan gradually
begins to recover, becoming well enough for a
not-so-harmless liaison. Meanwhile, Jane, who
all her life has tried to be a good woman, ﬁnds
herself falling in love with Delia’s husband.
Alison Lurie is the author of many highly
praised novels, including The War Between the
Tates, The Truth About Lorin Jones and Foreign
Aﬀairs. She teaches writing, folklore, and
literature at Cornell University.
Twins
Marcy Dermansky
NOMINATED BY:
Denver Public Library, USA
On their thirteenth birthday, the sisters get
tattoos to prove their love is stronger than
DNA, so begins Twins, Marcy Dermansky’s
comic and disturbingly honest debut novel,
the extraordinary story of two blond,
beautiful, and tormented twin sisters trying to
survive adolescence – and each other.
Told in alternating voices, Twins introduces
two unforgettable heroines on the verge. The
obsessively deﬁant Sue, four minutes younger,
resents and idolizes her seemingly perfect
twin, Chloe. All Chloe wants, is to please her
sister and only if Chloe will allow it, to ﬁnd a
friend of her own.
Marcy Dermansky is a MacDowell Fellow
and the winner of the 2002 Smallmouth Press
Andre Dubus Novella Award and the 1999
Story magazine’s Carson McCullers short story
prize. She lives in Astoria, New York.
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Veronica
Mary Gaitskill
NOMINATED BY:
Milwaukee Public Library, USA
When her career crashes and a love aﬀair ends
disastrously, Alison moves to New York City
to build a new life. There she meets Veronica
– an older wisecracking eccentric with her own
ideas about style, a proof-reader who comes to
work with a personal “oﬃce kit” and a plaque
that reads “Still Anal After All These Years.”
Improbably, the two women become friends.

in a remote town in the high mountains,
where the Afrikaners side ﬁercely with
Hitler’s Germany.
Tom’s English name proves suﬃcient for him to
be ostracised, marking him as an outsider. And
so begin some of life’s tougher lessons for the
small, lonely boy.

Born in Peru and raised in Chile, Isabel Allende
is the author of eight novels, including, most
recently, Zorro, Portrait in Sepia, and Daughter
of Fortune. She has also written a collection
of stories, three memoirs, and a trilogy of
children’s novels.

Bryce Courtenay is the bestselling author of
a number of novels including: A Recipe for
Dreaming, The Family Frying Pan, The Night
Country. He lives in the Hunter Valley, New
South Wales.
Zorro

A novel unlike any other, Veronica is a tour de
force about the fragility and mystery of human
relationships, the failure of love, and love’s
abiding power.

Congratulations to the seventeen libraries who
nominated the 2006 winner, The Master.

Mary Gaitskill is the author of Because They
Wanted To, Two Girls, fat and thin and Bad
Behavior. Her book Veronica was a National
Book Award ﬁnalist and one of the New York
Times 10 best books of the year. She lives in
New York.
Vita
Melania G. Mazzucco
Translated from the original Italian by
Virginia Jewiss
NOMINATED BY:
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Roma, Italy
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale Firenze,
Florence, Italy
In April 1903, the steamship Republic spills
more than two thousand immigrants onto Ellis
Island. Among them are Diamante, age twelve,
and Vita, nine, sent by their poor families in
southern Italy to make their way in America.
Amid the chaos and splendor of New York, the
misery and criminality of Little Italy, and the
shady tenants of Vita’s father’s decrepit Prince
Street boarding house, Diamante and Vita
struggle to survive, to create a new life, and to
become American.
Melania G. Mazzucco was born in Rome in
1966. In addition to her four novels, she has
written award-winning works for the cinema,
theater, and radio. Vita was awarded the 2003
Strega Prize, Italy’s leading literary award.

Isabel Allende
Translated from the original Spanish by
Margaret Sayers Peden
NOMINATED BY:
Biblioteca Municipal Central de Lisboa,
Portugal
Biblioteca Daniel Cosío Villegas of El Colegio
de México, Mexico City, Mexico
Born in southern California late in the
eighteenth century, he is a child of two worlds.
Diego de la Vega’s father is an aristocratic
Spanish military man turned landowner: his
mother, a Shoshone warrior. As a child Diego
witnesses the brutal injustices dealt Native
Americans by European settlers and feels the
inner conﬂict of his heritage.

White Thorn
Bryce Courtenay
NOMINATED BY:
Ethekwini Municipal Library, Durban,
South Africa
The time is 1939. White South Africa is a deeply
divided nation with many of the Afrikaner
people fanatically opposed to the English.
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Sent to Barcelona for a European education.
Diego joins La Justicia, a secret underground
resistance movement devoted to helping the
powerless and the poor.
Between California and Barcelona, the New
World and the Old, the persona of Zorro is
formed, a great hero is born, and the
legend begins.

The world is also on the brink of war and
South Africa elects to ﬁght for the Allied cause
against Germany. Six-year-old Tom Fitzsaxby
ﬁnds himself in The Boys Farm, an orphanage
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Participating Libraries – 169 Libraries
Representing 129 cities in 49 countries
Australia

France

State Library of South Australia, Adelaide

Bibliothèque Municipale de Lille, Lille

State Library of Queensland, Brisbane

Bibliothèque Municipale de Nice, Nice

National Library of Australia, Canberra

Germany

State Library of Tasmania, Hobart

Zentral-und Landesbibliothek Berlin, Berlin

State Library of Victoria, Melbourne

Stadtbibliothek Bremen, Bremen

State Library of Western Australia, Perth

Stadtbüchereien Düsseldorf, Düsseldorf

State Library of New South Wales, Sydney

Stadtbücherei Frankfurt-am-Main, Frankfurt

Austria
Buchereien Wein, Vienna
Belgium
Hoofdstedelijke Openbare Bibliotheek, Brussels
Stedelijke Openbare Bibliotheek Gent, Ghent
Tweebronnen Openbare Bibliotheek, Leuven
Brazil
Biblioteca Demonstrativa de Brasília BDB, Brasilia
Bulgaria
National Library “St. St. Cyril & Methodius”, Soﬁa
Canada
Calgary Public Library, Calgary
Edmonton Public Library, Edmonton
Provincial Information & Library Resources Board, Gander
Halifax Regional Library, Halifax
Ottawa Public Library, Ottawa

Leipzig Stadtbibliothek, Leipzig
Münchner Stadtbibliothek, Munich
Greece
Municipal Library of Thessaloniki, Thessaloniki
Veria Central Public Library, Veria
Grenada
Grenada Library, St. George
Hungary
Katona József County Library, Kecskemét
Iceland
Borgarbókasafn Reykjavíkur / Reykjavík City Library, Reykjavík
Public Library of Westman Islands / Bókasafn Vestmannaeyjar,
Vestmannaeyjar
India
India International Centre Library, New Delhi
Ireland

St. John’s Public Libraries, St John’s

Cork City Libraries, Cork

Cape Breton Regional Library, Sydney

Dublin City Public Libraries, Dublin

Toronto Public Library, Toronto

Galway County Library, Galway

Vancouver Public Library, Vancouver

Limerick City Library, Limerick

Winnipeg Public Library, Winnipeg
Colombia
Biblioteca Luis Angel Arango, Bogota
Croatia
Rijeka City Library / Gradska Knjiznica Rijeka, Rijeka
Czech Republic
Regional Library of Karviná, Karviná-Mizerov
Mestska Knihovna v Praze / Municipal Library of Prague, Prague
Denmark
Aarhus Kommunes Biblioteker, Arhus
Copenhagen Central Library, Copenhagen
England
Birmingham Libraries, Birmingham
Gateshead Libraries & Arts, Gateshead
Liverpool Libraries & Information Services, Liverpool
London’s Public Libraries, London
Newcastle Libraries & Information Service, Newcastle
Finland
Helsingin Kaupunginkirjasto / Helsinki City Library, Helsinki
Tampere City Library, Tampere

Waterford County Library, Waterford
Italy
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale Firenze, Florence
Biblioteca Nazionale di Napoli/Biblioteca Nazionale “Vitt.Em.111”
Napoli, Naples
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Roma, Rome
Japan
Osaka City Central Library, Osaka
Kenya
Kenya National Library Service, Nairobi
Lebanon
Jafet Library- American University of Beirut, Beirut
Malaysia
National Library of Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur
Mexico
Biblioteca Daniel Cosío Villegas of El Colegio de México, Mexico City
Nepal
Nepal National Library, Lalitpur

New Zealand

Switzerland

Auckland City Libraries, Auckland

Stadt-und Universitätsbibliothek Bern, Bern

Christchurch City Libraries, Christchurch

Bibliothèques Municipales Geneva, Geneva

Dunedin Public Libraries, Dunedin
Wellington City Libraries, Wellington
Nigeria
Benue State Library Board, Makurdi
Northern Ireland
Belfast Education & Library Board, Belfast
Norway
Bergen Oﬀentlige Bibliotek, Bergen
Deichmanske Bibliotek, Oslo
Sølvberget KF - Stavanger Bibliotek og Kulturhus, Stavanger
Pakistan
Quaid-e-Azam Library, Lahore
Poland
Wojewódzka i Miejska Biblioteka Publiczna, Lódz
Portugal

The Gambia
The Gambia National Library, Banjul
The Netherlands
Openbare Bibliotheek Amsterdam, Amsterdam
Openbare Bibliotheek Eindhoven, Eindhoven
Gemeentebibliotheek Rotterdam, Rotterdam
The Association of Public Libraries, The Hague
Gemeentebibliotheek Utrecht, Utrecht
Trinidad & Tobago
National Library & Information System Authority (NALIS), Port-of-Spain
USA
Boston Public Library, Boston
Chicago Public Library, Chicago
Public Library of Cincinnati & Hamilton County, Cincinnati
Cleveland Public Library, Cleveland

Biblioteca Municipal Central de Lisboa, Lisbon

Pikes Peak Library District, Colorado Springs

Biblioteca Pública Municipal do Porto, Porto

Richland County Public Library, Columbia

Russia
M.I. Rudomino State Library for Foreign Literature, Moscow
Scotland

New Hampshire State Library, Concord
Denver Public Library, Denver
Hartford Public Library, Hartford

Aberdeen Library & Information Services, Aberdeen

Houston Public Library, Houston

Edinburgh City Libraries & Information Services, Edinburgh

Jacksonville Public Library, Jacksonville

Glasgow Libraries Information & Learning, Glasgow

Kansas City Public Library, Kansas City

Serbia & Montenegro
Municipal Public Library “Milutin Bojic” , Belgrade
Sierra Leone
Sierra Leone Library Board, Freetown
Slovenia
Knjižnica Otona Župancica, Ljubljana
South Africa

Lincoln City Libraries, Lincoln
Miami-Dade Public Library System, Miami
Milwaukee Public Library, Milwaukee
Minneapolis Public Library, Minneapolis
New York Public Library, New York
Free Library of Philadelphia, Philadelphia
Richmond Public Library, Richmond

The Free State Provincial Library Service, Bloemfontein

San Diego Public Library, San Diego

Cape Town Central Library, Cape Town

San Francisco Public Library, San Francisco

Ethekwini Municipal Library, Durban

San José Public Library, San José

City of Johannesburg Library & Information Services, Johannesburg

Lincoln Library, Springﬁeld

Tshwane Library & Information Service, Pretoria

LeRoy Collins Leon County Public Library, Tallahassee

Spain
Consorci de Biblioteques de Barcelona, Barcelona
Bibliotecas Municipales de Madrid, Madrid
Sri Lanka
Colombo Public Library, Colombo
Suriname
Bibliotheek van de Cultureel Centrum Suriname, Paramaribo
Sweden
Stockholm Public Library, Stockholm
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Participating Libraries
169 libraries representing 129 cities in 49 countries.

Congratulations to the seventeen libraries who
nominated the 2006 winner, The Master. (See Page 25)

Once again we welcome the libraries who are participating
in this exciting international co-operative award for the
ﬁrst time:
■ National Library St. St. Cyril & Methodius,
Soﬁa, Bulgaria
■ Quaid-e-Azam Library, Lahore, Pakistan
■ Grenada Library, St. George, Grenada
■ Bibliotheek van de Cultureel Centrum Suriname,
Paramaribo, Suriname
■ The Provincial Information & Library Resources Board,
Gander, Canada
■ Osaka City Central Library, Japan

Mr Bill Wallace, City Librarian, Edinburgh City Libraries &
Information Services (on right), attended the Presentation
Dinner in June 2006 in Dublin, courtesy of IMPAC. He is
seen here with Jane Alger and Alastair Smeaton, Divisional
Librarians, Dublin City Libraries.

■ Nepal National Library, Lalitpur, Nepal
■ Boston Public Library, USA

The Public Library of Cincinnati
& Hamilton County, USA
Joan Luebering,
Reading Branch Manager
The State Library of South Australia, Adelaide, Australia
Anna Angelakis, Customer Services Librarian.
“I had read and enjoyed other books by Colm Tóibín but I was unprepared
for being so totally drawn into the world of The Master and was delighted
to learn it had won this prestigious award”

Ms Jane Light, Director of San José Public
Library, USA (on left) on a visit to Dublin
City Library & Archive, Pearse Street. She is
seen here with Deirdre Ellis-King,
Dublin City Librarian.

The Central Library, Cape Town, South Africa
Elsa von Ballmoos and Kathleen Laishley were involved in the
selection and promotion of titles for the 2006 award.
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